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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PETRI).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 23, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable THOMAS E.
PETRI to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Dr. Lloyd J. Ogilvie, 61st Chaplain,
U.S. Senate, Los Angeles, California,
offered the following prayer:

God our Father, we pause in the
midst of the changes and challenges of
life to receive a fresh experience of
Your goodness. You are always con-
sistent, never changing, constantly ful-
filling Your plans and purposes, and to-
tally reliable. There is no shadow of
turning with You; as You have been,
You will be forever. All Your attributes
are summed up in Your goodness. It is
the password for Your presence, the
metonym for Your majesty and the
synonym for Your strength. Your good-
ness is generosity that You define. It is
Your out-rushing, unqualified love
poured out in graciousness and compas-
sion. You are good when circumstances
seem bad. And when we ask for Your
help, Your goodness can bring what is
best out of the most complicated prob-
lems.

Thank You for Your goodness given
so lavishly to our Nation throughout
our history. Today we turn to You for
Your guidance for what is good for our
country. Keep us grounded in Your sov-
ereignty, rooted in Your command-
ments, and nurtured by the absolutes

of Your truth and righteousness. May
Your goodness always be the source of
our Nation’s greatness. In the name of
our Lord and Savior. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 22, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 22, 2004 at 10:55 a.m.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 273.

Appontments: Veterans’ Disability Bene-
fits Commission.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 22, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 22, 2004 at 2:50 p.m.

That the Senate agreed to conference re-
port H.R. 2673.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule 1, the Speaker
pro tempore signed the following en-
rolled bill on Thursday, January 22,
2004:

H.R. 2673, making appropriations for
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes.

———

REAPPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO
UNITED STATES-CHINA ECO-
NOMIC AND SECURITY REVIEW
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2001, (22 U.S.C. 7002),
amended by division P of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Resolution, 2003,
and the order of the House of December
8, 2003, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s reappointment of the following

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
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member on the part of the House to the
United States-China Economic and Se-
curity Review Commission:

Ms. June Teufel Dreyer, Coral Ga-
bles, Florida, for a term to expire De-
cember 31, 2005.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found a truly enrolled bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2673. An act making appropriations
for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
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and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2004, and for other purposes.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ports that on January 23, 2004, he pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bill.

H.R. 2673. Making appropriations for Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies for

———————

January 23, 2004

the fiscal year ending September 30, 2004, and
for other purposes.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the House stands adjourned
until 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 27,
2004, for morning hour debates.

There was no objection.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27, 2004, at 12:30 p.m., for morning
hour debates.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for speaker-authorized official travel during the
third and fourth quarters of 2002, and the second, third and fourth quarters of 2003, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as

follows:

AMENDED REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND

SEPT. 30, 2002

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrive Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
Blaine Aaron 6/25 /2 Italy 3,545.00 () 3,545.00
David Abramowitz 1128 8/2 Afghanistan 472.00 6,981.40 7,453.40
Douglas Anderson 8/15 8/18  Hong Kong 1,083.00 410062 oo 1,183.62
8/18 8/24  Philippi 970.00 970.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/15 8/24 5,473.10 5,473.10
Renee Austell 8/4 8/6 Rwanda 302.00 302.00
8/6 8/10  Congo 955.00 955.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/4 8/10 7,806.08 7,806.08
Hon. Cass Ball 8/4 8/6 Guatemal 454,00 454.00
8/6 8/1 El Salvador 213.00 213.00
8/7 8/8 Nicaragua 111.00 () 111.00
Hon. Howard Berman .........cccccccccoeeeceeicicncncccnecncnnens 112 716 Poland 1,182.00 76.05 1,258.05
Hon. Earl BI 9/26 9/27  Costa Rica 175.00 175.00
9/21 9/27  Honduras 163.00 163.00
9/21 9/29  Guatemal 177.00 i ) 177.00
Ted Brennan 8/3 8/6 Guatemal 540.00 540.00
8/6 8/1 El Salvador 86.00 86.00
8/1 8/8 Nicaragua 115.00 115.00
Round trip irfare ... 8/3 8/8 884.40 884.40
8/21 91 Colombia 741.00 1,812.49 2,553.49
Malik Chaka 8/19 8/26  Zimbab 950.00 8,132.02 9,082.02
Joan Condon 6/30 7/4 Sierra Leone 260.00 260.00
/4 /5 Ghana 200.00 200.00
Round trip irfare ... 6/30 /5 10,355.92 10,355.92
8/4 8/6 Rwanda 302.00 302.00
8/6 8/10  Congo 955.00 4310.00 955.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/4 8/10 7,806.08 7,806.08
Ted Dagne 7/25 7/31  Kenya 1,770.00 1,770.00
7/31 8/2 Congo 894.00 894.00
8/2 8/5 Rwanda 412.00 412.00
Round trip airfare 725 8/5 9,424.78 9,424.78
Hon. Jo Ann Davis ... 6/27 /2 Italy 2,532.00 () 2,532.00
Hon. William Delahunt . 8/8 8/10  Germany X 5,094.44 5,770.44
Hon. Eliot Engel 8/14 8/17  England .| 2,656.40 4,555.40
David Fite 6/30 711 Switzerland 348.00 348.00
711 713 France 590.00 590.00
Round trip irfare ... 6/30 13 6,040.00 6,040.00
Kirsti Garlock 6/30 711 Switzerland 348.00 348.00
71 713 France 590.00 L B (T 706.00
Round trip airfare ... 6/30 13 6,296.41 6,296.41
Kristen Gilley 6/30 11 Switzerland 348.00 348.00
711 713 France 590.00 590.00
Round trip airfare ..., 6/30 13 6,296.41 6,296.41
Dennis Halpin 1/25 7/31  South Korea 844.00 844.00
7/31 8/3 Mongoli 447.00 447.00
7/26 8/6 Russia 1,707.00 1,707.00
Round trip airfare 725 8/6 7,964.90 7,964.90
Hon. Katherine Harris 6/27 112 Italy 2,532.00 () 2,532.00
Hon. Henry Hyde .. 6/27 712 Italy 2,532.00 ©) 490,548.34 93,080.34
Trish Katyoka 8/21 8/26  Zambia 480.00 480.00
8/26 8/28  Angola 652.00 652.00
8/28 8/29  South Africa 65.00 65.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/21 8/29 9,479.56 9,479.56
Jonathan Katz 6/27 6/29  ltaly 1,013.00 1,013.00
6/30 713 Cyprus 585.48 585.48
Round trip airfare ... 6/27 13 5,717.75 5,717.75
9/15 9/16  Belgium 682.00 oo 5,685.17 6,367.17
David Killion 7125 7/31  South Korea 844.00 844.00
7/31 8/3 Mongoli 549.00 549.00
7/26 8/6 Russia 1,707.00 1,707.00
Round trip airfare ... 7/25 8/6 7,175.77 7,175.77
9/26 9/30  France 2,388.00 i 5,957.06 8,345.06
Young Kim 7/25 7/31  South Korea 844.00 844.00
7/31 8/3 Mongoli 549.00 549.00
7/26 8/6 Russia 1,707.00 1,707.00
Round trip airfare ... 7/25 8/6 6,564.00 6,564.00
Bob King 6/28 72 Italy 976.00 976.00
112 /5 Malta 759.00 759.00
Round trip airfare .......coocccvereveinerrcesnniiienns 6/28 15 7,463.28 7,463.28
Kay King 6/27 712 Italy 253200 s ) 2,532.00
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Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar

Name of Member or employee Arrive Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent

P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
112 /5 Malta 425.00 4,124.04 4,549.04
Sheila Klein 6/25 /1 Italy 3,344.00 5,411.20 8,755.20
Hon. Thomas Lantos . 9/25 9/30  France 2,388.00 5957.06  verernrr 43,550.00 v 8,345.06
Hon. James Leach ... 8/26 8/27  Japan 339.00 339.00
B0 o oo 25100 54400

ina . |
8/30 8/31  Hong Kong 410.00 4886.48 1,296.48
8/31 92 Taiwan 556.00 41,550.00 2,106.00
Round trip airfare 8/26 92 5,350.98 5,350.98
Hon. Barbara Lee 8/24 8/27  Zambia 588.00 588.00
8/28 8/29  Ethiopia 167.00 A1,883.93 e 1,610.93
Round trip airfare ........ooccoeeeveerecriereerieeens 8/24 8/29 11,920.45 11,920.45
Jessica Lewis 8/3 8/6 Guatemal 381.00 381.00
8/6 8/8 El Salvador 213.00 213.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/3 8/8 1,505.00 1,505,00
Noelle Lusane 8/21 8/26  Zambia 730.00 730.00
8/26 8/28  Angola 526.00 526.00
8/28 8/29  South Africa 105.00 526.00
Round trip airfare ........cccoovcrnnecrenecrionenns 8/21 8/29 9,479.56 9,479.56
Don MacDonald 8/24 8/27  Mexico 623.00 623.00
8/27 9/1 Colombia 655.00 655.00
Round trip irfare ... 8/24 9/1 1,946.43 1,946.43
Caleb McCarry 8/3 8/6 Guatemal 681.00 oo 1,319.40 2,000.40
Jamie MCCOMMICK w....ovvveecrercerieereeesseeeses 8/26 8/27  Japan 339.00 339.00
8/21 8/28  South Korea 318.00 318.00
8/28 8/30  China 554.00 554.00
8/30 8/31  Hong Kong 410.00 410.00
8/31 92 Taiwan 556.00 556.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/26 92 5,439.48 5,439.48
Hon. Thaddeus McCotter .. 6/27 712 Italy 2,532.00 () 2,532.00
John Mackey 8/25 8/27  Mexico 522.00 522.00
8/21 91 Colombia 875.00 875.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/25 9/1 1,901.99 1,901.99
Alan Makovsky 6/29 713 Cyprus 287.00 287.00
713 /6 Greece 808.46 808.46
Round trip airfare 6/29 1/6 5,322.74 5,322.74
Pearl-Alice Marsh 8/24 8/27  Zambia 538.00 538.00
8/28 8/29  Ethiopia 126.25 126.25
Round trip @irfare ........ocooooovevcerererercessssres 8/24 8/29 10,645.45 10,645.45
Richard Mereu 8/24 8/27  Mexico 753.71 753.71
8/27 8/30  Colombia 460.01 460.01
Round trip Qirfare .......coooccoemeveoeenriesesrieens 8/24 8/30 2,172.86 2,172.86
Thomas Mooney 6/27 112 Italy 2,532.00 () 2,532.00
Vince Morelli 6/29 113 Cyprus 287.00 5,086.20 5,373.20
Hon. Grace Napolit: /26 7/29  Senegal 730.75 730.75
7/29 7/31  Tunisia 412.00 412.00
7/31 8/2 Malta 10330 e ) 103.30
Paul 00Sthur Sanz ..........cccccveceevevemecemscscrcncccnieninnns 8/25 8/27  Mexico 517.00 517.00
8/21 91 Columbia 853.00 853.00
Round trip airfare ... 8/25 9/1 1,946.43 1,946.43
Joe Painter 6/27 112 Italy 2,532.00 () 2,532.00
Jennifer Palmer 6/27 112 Italy 2,532.00 ) 2,532.00
Hon. Donald Payne .........ccccccoceeeeeemsmsmsescncnccecnenennnns 7%{ ggl genya 1%3088 41,32812 1%3088

7 0ngo 4, 4.
8/2 8/5 Rwanda 412.00 4200.00 i 412.00
Round trip Qirfare .......coooccoemeveieecriesesriiens 1127 8/5 11,260.50 11,260.50
Frank Record 6/27 12 Italy 2,282.00 3 2,282.00
Walker Roberts 8/18 8/24  Phili 970.00 4,739.99 5,709.99
Laura Rush 6/27 72 Italy 2,532.00 @ 2,532.00
Sue Scheisser 6/27 /2 Italy 2,532.00 ) 2,532.00
Hon. Adam SCHIff .....vvveeeevecriveverernerecesesssiiines 8/25 8/28  Kuwait 1,167.00 1,167.00
8/28 8/30  Turkey 452.00 s ) 452.00
Sam Stratman 7%.;; égl South Korea 8%4.88 8%488

7 Mongoli 434 434.
7/26 8/6 Russia 1,707.00 1,707.00
Round trip airfare ... 725 8/6 8,073.00 8,073.00
Hon. Thomas Tancredo . 6/27 /2 Italy 2,532.00 () 2,532.00
Hon. Diane Watson 6/27 112 Italy 2,532.00 () 2,532.00
Hillel Weinberg 65;7 7?2 Italy 228588 " g) 2%2%80
7 1/5 Malta 709. 4,124.04 4,833.04
9/14 9/16  Belgium 682.00 5,685.17 6,367.17
Hon. Gerald Weller ...........cccocooceeeeeemmmmmsmscrenccccecnnnnnns 8/4 8/6 Guatemal 454.00 454.00
8/6 8/7 El Salvador 213.00 213.00
8/7 8/8 Nicaragua 226.00 ) 226.00
Hon. Robert Wexler ... 6/30 113 Cyprus 439.11 439.11
713 716 Greece 704.30 704.30
Round trip airfare .......coooocoemmveieecriesenrieens 6/30 /6 5,118.94 5,118.94
9/15 9/16  Belgium 682.00 5,685.17 6,367.17
Judy Wolverton 6/27 712 Italy 2,532.00 ©) 2,532.00
Committee total .......coooeervmmcriiiiiies s 126,204.37 oo 250,722.55 i 100,033.49 s 571,605.78

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3 Military air transportation.
4|Indicates delegation costs.

HENRY J. HYDE, Chairman.

AMENDED REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND

DEC. 31, 2002
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Blaine Aaron 12/5 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 1,017.00
12/8 12/12 China 1,180.00 1,180.00
David ADraMOWIZ .........ooeeevereveccisssssssescrcseccnec 12/5 12/8 Japan 907.00 907.00
12/8 12/12 China 1,060.00 1,060.00
Commercial/Military air transportation .........  .ocoovennee 1,906.30 1,906.30
David Adams 11/18 11719 Turkey 273.00 273.00
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AMENDED REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND

DEC. 31, 2002—Continued

January 23, 2004

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
11/19 11/21  Qatar 468.00 468.00
11/23  Bahrain 542.00 542.00
11/25  Kuwait 778.00 778.00
11/27  United Kingdom 772.00 772.00
Commercial/Military air transportation .. 5,034.95 5,034.95
Douglas Anderson 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 e, (3) 1,017.00
12/12 China 1,180.00 1,180.00
Deborah Bodland 11719 Turkey 819.00 819.00
11/21  Qatar 468.00 468.00
11/23  Bahrain 542.00 542.00
11/25  Kuwait 780.00 780.00
11/27  United Kingdom 772.00 772.00
Commercial/Military air transportation .. 3,883.69 3,883.69
Malik Chaka H;l South Africa 332.88 332.88
5 i 744 7441
17 Swaziland 206.00 206.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... cvcvcreccee 6,426.94 6,426.94
12/9 12/12  Zimbab 414.00 414.00
12/12 12/14  Zambia 302.00 302.00
12/14 12/18  Ethiopia 762.00 762.00
12/18 12/19  Djibouti 199.00 199.00
1219 12/21  Eritrea 368.00 368.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... cvcvcveecec 7,648.17 7,648.17
Joan Condon 12/14 12/18  Ethiopia 683.00 683.00
12/18 12/19  Djibouti 229.00 229.00
. . 1219 12/21  Eritrea 368.00 s %ggog
R ial airfare ... v 7.108.5: 7,108.5:
Hon. William Delahunt ... 11/19 11721 Qatar 468.48 468.48
11/21 11/23  Bahrain 542.00 542.00
11/23 11/25  Kuwait 780.06 780.06
11/25 11/26  United Kingdom 386.00 386.00
Commercial/Military air transportation ......... oo 6,364.48 6,364.48
o 7 S (O T o a0
hina ,180. ,180.
James Farr 12/5 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 e ) 1,017.00
12/8 12/12  China 1,180.00 1,180.00
David Fite 11/18 11719 Turkey 218.00 218.00
11/19 11721 Qatar 358.00 358.00
11/21 11/23  Bahrain 407.00 407.00
11/23 11/25  Kuwait 630.63 630.63
11/25 11/27  United Kingdom 772.00 772.00
Commercial/Military air transportation ......... .o 5,034.95 5,034.95
Daniel Freeman 11721 Chile 1,316.00 1,316.00
R/T commercial airfare 4,479.19 4,479.19
Paul Gallis Hgg Turkey %%%88 .................... @) %ggégg
Italy ,260. ,260.!
Kirsti Garlock 11/21  Chile 1,316.00 1,316.00
R/T commercial airfare 5,664.50 5,664.50
Kristen Gilley 12/8 Turkey 1,100.00 1,100.00
o 12/10  Germany 510.00 510.00
R/T commercial airfare 4,595.45 4,595.45
Dennis Halpin gﬁz Jcapan %?%88 .................... ) Héggg
hina ,180. ,180.
Hon. Henry HYAE .....ovoveecveoeecieeeeceeeieeseesssiins 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 v ) 1,017,00
12/12  China 1,180.00 49,997.18 v 1,180.00
Hon. DArrell 1SS2 .....vvoeervereereeseresessiseeseissesnis 11719 Turkey 273.00 273.00
11721 Qatar 1,703.50 1,703.50
11/23  Bahrain 542.00 542.00
11/25  Kuwait 783.18 783.18
11/27  United Kingdom 772.00 772.00
Commercial/Military air transportion i i 7,431.88 {g?lgg
Japan ,017. 0171
12/12  China 1,180.00 oo @) 1,180.00
fobert s 2 G L0 ; a0
hina ,180. () ,180.
Hon. Brian Kems .........ccoouvevevermnrneeeessssssinines 10/15  Colombia 1,018.00 ) 1,018.00
David Killion 11712 Korea 1,376.00 1,376.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... cvcvcreceec 4,107.71 4,107.71
Kay King 12/5 12/8  lapan 1,017.00 oo @) 1,017.00
12/8 12/12  China 571.18 571.18
Robert King 12/5 12/08  Japan 56644 e ) 566.44
12/8 12/12  China 1,180.00 1,180.00
Sheila Klein 12/5 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 e ) 1,017.00
12/8 12/12  China 1,180.00 1,180.00
Hon. Tom Lantos ........ccoooveemreemmmrcesesiisenseisssiis 11/22 12/4 Hungary 1,296.00 1,296.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... cvcvcreceec 2,173.95 2,173.95
Noelle Lusane 12/9 12/12 Zimbab 414.0 414.00
12/12 12/14  Zambia 302.00 302.00
12/14 12/18  Ethiopia 816.00 816.00
12/18 12/19  Djibouti 229.00 229.00
1219 12/21  Eritrea 368.00 368.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... cvcvcvcecec 7,648.17 7,648.17
John Mackey 10/11 10/15  Colombia 1,018.00 oo ) 1,018.00
12/2 12/3 Ireland 312.00 312.00
12/3 12/4  United Kingdom 268.00 268.00
12/4 12/5 Ireland 312.00 312.00
12/5 12/8  Turkey 654.00 654.00
12/8 12/10  Germany 510.00 510.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... v 5,622.33 5,622.33
Alan Makovsky 11/16 11719 Turkey 739.00 739.00
11/19 11721 Qatar 440.00 440.00
11/21 11/23  Bahrain 542.00 542.00
11/23 11/25  Kuwait 660.00 660.00
11/25 11/27  United Kingdom 729.00 729.00
R/T commercial airfare ... cvcvcveceece 3,883.69 3,883.69
Pearl-Alice Marsh ............cccccoocceeeevemmimmmcscrcncnccecncnnnns %[1];%8 H;l South Africa 281.83 281.88
5 M bi 744 7441
11/5 1717 Swaziland 204.00 204.00
R/T commercial @irfare ... cvcvceeccec 6,426.94 6,426.94
12/9 12/12  Zimbab 414.00 414.00
12/12 12/14  Zambia 302.00 302.00
12/14 12/18  Ethiopia 812.00 812.00
R/T commercial @irfare ... v 8,316.60 8,316.60
Caleb McCarry 11/18 11/20  Chile 234.00 234.00
11721 11/23  Nicaragua 382.50 382.50
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Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent

pa currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

R/T commercial airfare 5,274.60 5,274.60
Hon. Cynthia MCKIinNeY .........coeeerveveemrmerrrerennnrenenes 10/19  Amsterd 230.00 230.00
10/20  Burundi 197.00 197.00
R/T commercial airfare 9,342.68 9,342.68
10/31  Kenya 606.00 606.00
1173 Ethiopia 263.00 263.00
R/T commercial airfare ... v 7,458.57 7,458.57
Thomas Money 12/5 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 e () 1,017.00
12/8 12/12 China 1,180.00 1,180.00
R/T commercial @irfare .......coococcommmmecnciins cvvvevrienne 7,458.57 7,458.57
Dana Mott 10/18 10/19  Amsterd 230.00 230.00
10/19 10/20  Burundi 197.00 197.00
R/T commercial airfare ........cccccoovvececcccns e 9,342.68 9,342.68
10/28 10/31  Kenya 606.00 606.00
10731 1173 Ethiopia 263.00 263.00
R/T commercial @irfare .......coocomcvecenee cvverveens 7,458.57 7.458.57
Paul 00Sthurg-Sanz, ...........cccoeeeeseeesseeceereeeneenennens 11/18 11721 Chile 390.00 390.00
R/T commercial @irfare ........ccoovcvevcvvvccenee cvvverrenns 5,664.50 5,664.50
Marilyn Owen 12/5 12/8  Japan 1,017.00 oo ) 1,017.00
12/8 12/12 China 1,180.00 1,180.00
Yleem Poblete 11/8 11/12 Korea 1,376.00 1,376.00
R/T commercial airfare ........cccccooevevviicces e 4,107.71 4,107.71
Frank Record 11/18 11720 Chile 1,266.00 1,266.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... cvevceeccee 5,664.50 5,664.50
Hon. Dana Rohrabacher ...........occomreemmmreerinrreos 12/5 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 s (€) 1,017.00
12/8 12/12  China 1,180.00 1,180.00
J. Walker RODEIS ........ooovvveveveveveveeeeveeennsneneresersesss 12/5 12/08  Japan 1,017.00 oo (©] 1,017.00
12/8 12/12 China 1,180.00 1,180.00
Douglas Seay 12/5 12/8 Japan 1,017.00 s (©) 1,017.00
12/8 12/12 China 1,180.00 1,180.00
Sam Stratman 11/18 11719 Turkey LA 1) €] 123.00
11/19 11721 Qatar 468.00 468.00
11721 11/23  Bahrain 542.00 542.00
11/23 11725 Kuwait 778.00 778.00
11/25 11/27  United Kingdom 772.00 772.00
Commercial/Military ........o..coovvvecmmervismmriiiinnns cvverrri 7,653.81 7,653.81
12/5 12/8  Japan 1,017.00 oo €] 1,017.00
12/8 12/12 China 1,180.00 1,180.00
Valerie Van Buren ... 10/28 11/1 South Africa 332.00 332.00
111 11/5 Mozambi 744.00 744.00
11/5 1177 Swaziland 266.00 266.00
R/T Commercial @irfare ... cvcvcveccee 6,426.94 6,426.94
12/9 12/12  Zimbab 414.00 414.00
12/12 12/14  Zambia 302.00 302.00
12/14 12/18  Ethiopia 812.00 812.00
12/18 12/19  Djibouti 229.00 229.00
12/19 12/21  Eritrea 368.00 368.00
R/T Commercial airfare ... cvcvcncecee 7,648.17 7,648.17
Hillel Weinberg 11/18 11/19  Turkey 223.00 223.00
11/19 11721 Qatar 418.00 418.00
11721 11/23  Bahrain 492.00 492.00
11/23 11725 Kuwait 678.00 678.00
11/25 11/27  United Kingdom 672.00 672.00
Commercial/Military ........o..coevvvvcvmervismmriiiinnns coverssi 7,666.38 7,666.38
Committee total ... v 94,206.55 ..o 194,926.09 oo 9,997.18 i 299,129.82

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Military air transportation.
4Indicates delegation costs.
HENRY J. HYDE, Chairman.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, MR. PHIL ESKELAND, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN SEPT. 9 AND SEPT. 14, 2003

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Phil Eskeland 9/9 9/14  Mexico 1,062.00 v 2,505.19 e 114356 s 4,710.75
Committee t0tal .......evrvveeerrerecreirereciies v 1,062.00 o 2,505.19 e 1,143.56 e 4,710.75

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
DONALD A. MANZULLO, Chairman, Dec. 11, 2003.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, MR. MICHAEL P. JOYCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 25 AND NOV. 29, 2003

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Michael P. JOYCE ........couueeeerriicicscsscssscscsenecenccn 11724 11725 Jordan ..o 674 952.00 674 952.00
11/26 11/26  Iraq
11/27 11727 Iraq
11/28 11/28  Jordan
11729 11729 USA
Committee total .......cimcmiiiiciciis v 952.00 952.00

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
PORTER J. GOSS, Chairman, Dec. 29, 2003.
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, MR. DANIEL SCANDLING, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN DEC. 2 AND DEC. 7, 2003

January 23, 2004

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
p currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Daniel F. SCandling ..o v 12/2 USA 6,609.52 6,609.52
12/3 12/4  Jordan 916.00 916.00
12/4 12/6 Iraq 168.00 168.00
12/6 12/1 Jordan 168.00 168.00
1211 1211 USA.

Committee total ... v 916.00 .o 6,945.52 7,861.52

Lper diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

DANIEL F. SCANDLING, Dec. 18, 2003.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, HON. FRANK WOLF, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN DEC. 2 AND DEC. 7, 2003

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Frank WoIf ........cooooveereeevereececseeereenes v 12/2 USA. 6,609.52 6,609.52
12/3 12/4 Jordan 916.00 916.00
12/4 12/6 Iraq 168.00 168.00
12/6 12/1 Jordan 168.00 168.00
1271 1277 USA.

Committee total .....coooocreveerericcriisireis v 916.00 o 6,945.52 7,261.52

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
Note.—$600.00 unused per diem returned to U.S. Treasury/State Dept.

FRANK WOLF, Chairman.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO LAJES FIELD, AZORES AND PORTUGAL, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 7 AND

NOVv. 11, 2003
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Devin Nunes 1177 11/11  Portugal 664.00 664.00
Hon. Mario Diaz-Ba 1177 11/11  Portugal 664.00 664.00
Hon. Dennis Cardoza 11/7 11/11  Portugal 664.00 664.00
Hon. Johnny Amaral .. 1177 11/11  Portugal 664.00 664.00
Hon. Jennifer Buckley ... 1177 11/11  Portugal 664.00 664.00
Committee total ..o e 3,320.00 3,320.00

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

DEVIN NUNES, Chairman, Dec. 11, 2003.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO JORDAN, KUWAIT AND IRAQ, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 14 AND NOV. 18,

2003
Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
v partu currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. David L. HObSON ..o 11/15 11/15  Jordan
11/15 11715 Irag Q]
11/15 11717 Kuwait 804.00 ..o () 804.00
11/16 11/16  Iraq ()
Hon. Steny HOYer ............cooovoveemmsesesssemsesreeeeeereeeeeneee 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag ()
11/15 11717 Kuwait 804.00 .o () 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
Hon. Michael OXIEY ....vvvveveseserevceerrnreeeeessssssnnnnees 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag @)
11/15 11717 Kuwait 107 ) (3) 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
HON. JONN TANNET .oovvvereenvcccerenneeeeesssssnnnenes 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag @)
11/15 1717 Kuwait 107 L) (3) 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
Hon. Sheila Jackson Lee ........cccccccrvrrrvesssssssiinnnes 11/15 11715 Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag @)
11/15 1717 Kuwait 107 L) (3) 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
Hon. Robert Aderholt .........cccooooeeerevrrrreesssssssnnnnes 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag @)
11/15 1717 Kuwait 804.00 () 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
Hon. BOb BEAUPIEZ ..vvvvvverervvvvvevcrrerneesesssssninnens 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag @)
11/15 11717 Kuwait 107 ) (3) 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
Hon. Ginny Brown-Waite .........cccccccrrrrresssssssiinnnes 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag @)
11/15 1717 Kuwait 107 L) (3) 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
Hon. Wilson (Bill) Livingood ..........cooorvrrrerrrrrreeerr 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag @)
11/15 1717 Kuwait 107 ) E— (3) 804.00
11/16 11/16  lrag @)
Brian Potts 11/15 11/15  Jordan ©)
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO JORDAN, KUWAIT AND IRAQ, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 14 AND NOV. 18,

2003—Continued

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
11/15 11715 Irag Q]

11/15 11717 Kuwait 804.00 ..o () 804.00
11/16 11716 lIrag Q]
Kenny Kraft 11/15 11/15  Jordan ()
11/15 11715 Irag Q]

11/15 11717 Kuwait 804.00 ..o () 804.00
11/16 11716 Irag ©)

Committee total ..o s 8,844.00 8,844.00

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currently is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.

DAVID L. HOBSON, Chairman, Dec. 15, 2003.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO THE HOUSE NATO PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV.

30 AND DEC. 5, 2003

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Doug BEreUtEr ........c..oevevrrreeerrirnriiseriionns 11/30 1211 Germany 6,384.69 6,384.69
12/1 12/2 Slovenia 248.00 @ 248.00
12/2 12/4 R i 540.00 @) 540.00
12/4 12/5 Bulgaria 265.00 @) 265.00
Mr. Vince MOTEIliS .......oeervvveereerenrceeeeiseeseiesesiinns 11/30 1211 Germany 6,384.69 6,384.69
12/1 12/2 Slovenia 248.00 248.00
12/2 12/4 R i 540.00 @) 540.00
12/4 12/5 Bulgaria 265.00 () 265.00
Mr. Mike ENNIS# oooooeeeeeeeseeeseiessnins 11/30 12/1 Germany 3,511.40 3,511.40
12/1 12/2 Slovenia 248.00 @) 248.00
12/2 12/4 R i 540.00 @) 540.00
12/4 12/5 Bulgaria 265.00 @) 265.00
Committee total ... v 3,159.00 v 16,280.78 19,439.78

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3 Military air transportation.

4Mr. Mike Ennis departed from the Bereuter CODEL on December 5, 2003, and traveled further under the authorization of the House Select Committee on Intelligence.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

6286. A letter from the Regulatory Officer,
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Predecisional Administrative Review Proc-
ess for Hazardous Fuel Reduction Projects
Authorized Under the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act of 2003 (RIN: 0596-AC15) received
January 22, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

6287. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Oriental Fruit Fly; Designation
of Quarantined Area [Docket No. 02-096-2] re-
ceived January 20, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

6288. A letter from the Program Manager,
OPPM, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Office of
Procurement and Property Management
(OPPM); Uniform Procedures for the Acquisi-
tion and Transfer of Excess Personal Prop-
erty (RIN: 0599-AA10) received January 8,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

6289. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Copper (1) Hydroxide; Exemption from
the Requirement of a Tolerance [OPP-2003-
0356; FRL-7341-1] received January 20, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

e ———

DOUG BEREUTER, Chairman, Jan. 6, 2004.

6290. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
Formaldehyde, polymer with a-[bis(1-
phenylethyl)phenyl]-w-hydroxypoly (oxy-1,2-
ethanedil); Tolerance Exemption [OPP-2003-
0392; FRL-7340-9] received January 20, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

6291. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Annual Adjustment of
Ceiling on Allowable Charge for Certain Dis-
closures under the Fair Credit Reporting
Act, Section 612(f), pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

6292. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
in accordance with Section 9(c) of the Inves-
tor and Capital Markets Fee Relief Act of
2002 (Pub. L. 107-123), a report on the “Extent
to Which the Benefits of Fee Reductions Ef-
fected as a Result of the Act are Passed on to
Investors’ as prepared by the Office of Eco-
nomic Analysis; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

6293. A letter from the Director, Office of
Exemption Determinations, Employee Bene-
fits Security Administration, Department of
Labor, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Class Exemption for the Release of
Claims and Extensions of Credit in Connec-
tion With Litigation [Prohibited Trans-
action Exemption 2003-39; Application No. D-
11100] received January 8, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

6294. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,

transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Neurological Devices; Classification of
Human Dura Matter [Docket No. 2002N-0370]
received January 8, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

6295. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
“Major” final rule -HIPAA Administrative
Simplification: Standard Unique Health
Identifier for Helath Care Providers [CMS-
0045-F] (RIN: 0938-AH99) received January 23,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

6296. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Superfund Five-Year Review Report
to Congress-FY 2002, in accordance with the
requirements in Section 121(c) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act, as amended by
the Superfund Amendments and Reauthor-
ization Act of 1986; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6297. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
Implementation Plans; Sate of South Da-
kota; Regulations for State Facilities in
Rapid City [SIP NO. SD-001-0016a; FRL-7606-
6] received January 20, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6298. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Approval and Promulgation of Implemen-
tation Plans: Tennessee: Nitrogen Oxides
Budget and Allowance Trading Program [TN-



H98

238, 255-200406; FRL-7612-2] received January
20, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

6299. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Approval and Promulgation of State Plans
for Designated Facilities; New York [Region
2 Docket No. NY66-271a, FRL-7610-5] received
January 20, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

6300. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Clean Air Act Full Approval of the Title V
Operating Permit Program for Antelope Val-
ley Air Pollution Control District in Cali-
fornia [CA 111-OPPa; FRL-7611-2] received
January 20, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

6301. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Pennsylvania: Final Authorization of
State Hazardous Waste Management Pro-
gram Revision [FRL-7609-6] received January
20, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

6302. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Revision to the California State Imple-
mentation Plan, Monterey Bay Unified Air
Pollution Control District [CA 289-0417a;
FRL-7600-7] received January 20, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

6303. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Revisions to Clarify the Scope of Certain
Monitoring Requirements for Federal and
State Operating Permits Programs [FRL-
7612-5, E-Docket ID. No. OAR-2003-0179 (Leg-
acy Docket ID No. A-90-50)] (RIN: 2060-AK29)
received January 20, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6304. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Revisions to the California State Imple-
mentation Plan, San Joaquin Valley Unified
Air Pollution Control District, Yolo-Solano
Air Quality Management District [CA264-
0430; FRL-7607-5] received January 20, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

6305. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Revisions to the California State Imple-
mentation Plan, South Coast Air Quality
Management District [CA275-0423a; FRL-7609-
2] received January 20, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6306. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Revocation of Significant New Uses of
Certain Chemical Substances [OPPT-2003-
0031; FRL-7320-1] (RIN: 2070-AB27) received
January 20, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

6307. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting a report
including matters relating to post-liberation
Irag as consistent with the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107-243); (H. Doc. No.
108—155); to the Committee on International
Relations and ordered to be printed.

6308. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting a supple-
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mental report, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution (Pub. L. 93-148), to help ensure
that the Congress is kept fully informed on
continued U.S. contributions in support of
peacekeeping efforts in the former Yugo-
slavia; (H. Doc. No. 108—156); to the Com-
mittee on International Relations and or-
dered to be printed.

6309. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and
pursuant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31,
2003, a six-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to Libya that
was declared in Executive Order 12543 of Jan-
uary 7, 1986; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

6310. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a copy of Presidential Deter-
mination No. 2004-17 on Waiving Prohibition
on United States Military Assistance to Par-
ties to the Rome Statute Establishing the
International Criminal Court, pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 7421 et. seq; to the Committee on
International Relations.

6311. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 15-291, ‘““Technical Amend-
ments Act of 2003, pursuant to D.C. Code
section 1—233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Government Reform.

6312. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s FY
2003 Report on Performance and Account-
ability; to the Committee on Government
Reform.

6313. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the FY 2003 An-
nual Report on Performance and Account-
ability; to the Committee on Government
Reform.

6314. A letter from the Inspector General,
General Services Administration, transmit-
ting the Office’s Audit Report Register for
the six-month periods ending March 31, 2003
and September 30, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the
Committee on Government Reform.

6315. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, transmitting the
FY 2003 Performance and Accountability Re-
port, prepared in accordance with the Re-
ports Consolidation Act of 2000 and the Gov-
ernment Performance and Results Act of
1993; to the Committee on Government Re-
form.

6316. A letter from the Acting Director, Se-
lective Service System, transmitting the FY
2003 report pursuant to the Federal Man-
agers’ Financial Integrity Act, pursuant to
31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to the Committee on
Government Reform.

6317. A letter from the Chief Adminstrative
Officer, transmitting the quarterly report of
receipts and expenditures of appropriations
and other funds for the period October 1, 2003
through December 31, 2003 as compiled by the
Chief Administrative Officer, pursuant to 2
U.S.C. 104a; (H. Doc. No. 108—154); to the
Committee on House Administration and or-
dered to be printed.

6318. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Interior, transmitting Final Engi-
neering Report and Water Conservation Plan
(Report and Plan) for the Lewis and Clark
Rural Water System, pursuant to Public Law
106—246, section 4103(d)(2) (114 Stat. 580); to
the Committee on Resources.

6319. A letter from the Director, Office of
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
North Dakota Regulatory Program [ND-047-
FOR, Amendment No. XXXIV] received Jan-
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uary 13, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Resources.

6320. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Magnuson-Stevens Act
Provisions; Fisheries Off West Coast States
and in the Western Pacific; Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery; Groundfish Fishery
Management Measures [Docket No.
0312126315-3315-01; 1.D. 112803A] (RIN: 0648-
ARG68) received January 20, 2004, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Resources.

6321. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act Provisions; Fish-
eries of the Northeastern United States; At-
lantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Fishery;
Amendment 13 to the Surfclam and Ocean
Quahog Fishery Management Plan [Docket
No. 030908223-3289-02; 1.D. 081403B] (RIN: 0648-
AP57) received January 8, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Re-
sources.

6322. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Pratt & Whitney
JTID-7R4 Series Turbofan Engines [Docket
No. 2003-NE-01-AD; Amendment 39-13422; AD
2004-01-08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January
15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6323. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A319
and A320 Series Airplanes Equipped With EI-
evator and Aileron Computer (ELAC) L80
Standard [Docket No. 2002-NM-57-AD;
Amendment 39-13390; AD 2003-25-07] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6324. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A300 B4-
622R and A300 F4-622R Airplanes, and Model
A310-324 and -325 Series Airplanes [Docket
No. 2002-NM-137-AD; Amendment 39-13389; AD
2003-25-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January
15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6325. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Boeing Model 777-200
and 777-300 Series Airplanes [Docket No. 2001-
NM-295-AD; Amendment 39-13385; AD 2003-25-
02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 15,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6326. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Bombardier Model
DHC-8-102, -103, -106, -201, -202, -301, -311, and
-315 Airplanes [Docket No. 2001-NM-266-ad;
Amendment 39-13388; AD 2003-25-05] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6327. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Bombardier Model
DHC-8-400, -401, and -402 Airplanes [Docket
No. 2002-NM-78-AD; Amendment 39-13386; AD
2003-25-03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January
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15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6328. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; McDonnell Douglas
Model MD-90-30 Airplanes [Docket No. 2003-
NM-169-AD; Amendment 39-13400; AD 2003-11-
15 R1] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 15,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6329. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; McDonnell Douglas
Model MD-11 and -11F Airplanes [Docket No.
2001-NM-163-AD; Amendment 39-13393; AD
2003-25-10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January
15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6330. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Cessna Aircraft Com-
pany Models 172R, 172S, 182S, 182T, T182T,
206H, and T206H Airplanes [Docket No. 2003-
CE-28-AD; Amendment 39-13382; AD 2003-24-
13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 15,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6331. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; McDonnell Douglas
Model DC-10-10, DC-10-10F, DC-10-15, DC-10-
30, DC-10-30F, DC-10-30F (KC-10A and KDC-
10), DC-10-40, and DC-10-40F Airplanes [Dock-
et No. 2002-NM-08-AD; Amendment 39-13396;
AD 2006-25-13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Jan-
uary 15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6332. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Dassault Model Fal-
con 900 EX and Mystere-Falcon 900 Series
Airplanes [Docket No. 2001-NM-269-AD;
Amendment 39-13395; AD 2003-25-12] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6333. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Boeing Model 737-100,
-200, -200C, -300, -400, and -500 Series Air-
planes [Docket No. 2003-NM-243-AD; Amend-
ment 39-13397; AD 2003-26-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64)
received January 15, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

6334. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Boeing Model 747-100,
747-100B, 747-100B SUD, 747-200B, 747-200C, 747-
200F, 747-300, 747-400, 747SR, and 747SP Series
Airplanes [Docket No. 2001-NM-180-AD;
Amendment 39-13394; AD 2003-25-11] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6335. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A319-113
and -114 Series Airplanes; and Model A320-
111, -211, and -212 Series Airplanes [Docket
No. 2002-NM-61-AD; Amendment 39-13398; AD
2003-26-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January
15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
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6336. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A319,
A320, and A321 Series Airplanes [Docket No.
2002-NM-125-AD; Amendment 39-13387; AD
2003-25-04] (RIN:2120-AA64) received January
15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6337. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, FAA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Modification of Class E Airspace; Zanesville,
OH [Docket No. FAA-2003-15876; Airspace
Docket No. 03-AGL-14] received January 15,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6338. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Pratt & Whitney
PW4074, PW4074D, PW4077, PW4077D, PW4084,
PW4084D, PW4090, PW4090D, PW4090-3, and
PW4098 Turbofan Engines [Docket No. 2003-
NE-40-AD; Amendment 39-13407; AD 2003-26-
09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 15,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6339. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A300 B4-
600 Series Airplanes; Model A300 B4-600R Se-
ries Airplanes, Model A300 C4-605R Variant F
Airplanes, and Model A300 F4-605R Airplanes
[Docket No. 2002-NM-119-AD; Amendment 39-
13392; AD 2003-25-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
January 15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6340. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A319,
A320, and A321 Series Airplanes Equipped
With Certain Litton Air Data Inertial Ref-
erence Units [Docket No. 2002-NM-92-AD;
Amendment 39-13399; AD 2003-26-03] (RIN:
2120-AA63) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6341. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Titeflex Corporation;
Correction [Docket No. 2002-NE-22-AD;
Amendment 39-13369; AD 2003-23-05] (RIN:
2120-AA63) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6342. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Agusta S.p.A Model
Al09E Helicopters [Docket No. 2003-SW-36-
AD; Amendment 39-13401; AD 2003-26-04] (RIN:
1220-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6343. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Cessna Aircraft Com-
pany Models 172R, 172S, 182S, 182T, T182T,
206H, and T206H Airplanes [Docket No. 2003-
CE-28-AD; Amendment 39-13382; AD 2003-24-
13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 15,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6344. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; McDonnell Douglas
MD-90-30 Airplanes [Docket No. 2002-NM-103-
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AD; Amendment 39-13404; AD 2003-26-07] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6345. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Pratt & Whitney
JT9D-3A, -7, -7A, -7TF, -7TH, -TAH, and -7J Tur-
bofan Engines [Docket No. 2003-NE-52-AD;
Amendment 39-13410; AD 2003-24-12R1] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6346. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Anjou Aeronautique
Safety Belts and Restraint Systems [Docket
No. 2003-CE-31-AD; Amendment 39-13403; AD
2003-26-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January
15, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6347. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; General Electric Com-
pany CF34-8C1 Series and CF34-8C5 Series
Turbofan Engines [Docket No. 2003-NE-58-
AD; Amendment 39-13402; AD 2003-26-05] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received January 15, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6348. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; General Electric Com-
pany (GE) CF6-80E1A2 and -80E1A4 Turbofan
Engines [Docket No. 2003-NE-26-AD; Amend-
ment 39-13409; AD 2003-26-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64)
received January 15, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

6349. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Cred-
it for Increasing Research Activities [TD
9104] (RIN: 1545-AY82) received January 8,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

6350. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s Fiscal Year 2002 annual report on Vet-
eran’s Employment in the Federal Govern-
ment, pursuant to 38 U.S.C. 4214(e)(1); to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

6351. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, CMMS, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Medicare Program; No-
tice of One-Time Appeal Process for Hospital
Wage Index Classification [CMS-1373-N]
(RIN: 0938-ANO00) received January 8, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

6352. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations Br., Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Charitable Contributions of Pat-
ents and Other Intellectual Property [Notice
2004-7] received January 8, 2004, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

6353. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Guidance Regarding Deduction and Cap-
italization of Expeditures [TD 9107] (RIN:
1545-BA00) received January 8, 2004, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

6354. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations Br., Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Section 42 Carryover and Stack-
ing Rule Amendments [TD 9110] (RIN: 1545-
BAGS85) received January 8, 2004, pursuant to 5
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Ways and Means.

6355. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Rulings and determination letters (Rev.
Proc. 2004-4) received January 8, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

6356. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations Br., Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Rulings and determination let-
ters (Rev. Proc. 2004-5) received January 8,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

6357. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Changes in accounting periods and in
methods of accounting (Rev. Proc. 2004-11)
received January 8, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

6358. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Information Reporting With Respect to
Foreign Disregarded Entities — received
January 8, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

6359. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations Br., Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Abusive Roth IRA Transactions
[Notice 2004-8] received January 8, 2004, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

6360. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations Br., Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Rulings and determination let-
ters (Rev. Proc. 2004-6) received January 8,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

6361. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations Br., Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Rulings and determination let-
ters (Rev. Proc. 2004-8) received January 8,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

6362. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue

to the Committee on
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Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Changes in Computing Depreciation [TD
9105] (RIN: 1545-BC17) received January 8,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

6363. A letter from the Acting Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations Br., Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Ruling and determination let-
ters (Rev. Proc. 2004-7) received January 8,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

6364. A letter from the General Counsel,
Department of Energy, transmitting a report
to Congress implementing a requirement of
section 121(c) of the Comprehensive Environ-
ment Response, Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA), providing the status of
CERCLA five year reviews, including the fa-
cilities for which such reviews are required,
results of all such reviews, and any actions
taken as a result of such reviews, pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. 9621(c); jointly to the Commit-
tees on Energy and Commerce and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6365. A letter from the Administrator, FAA
and Director, Nat’l Park Service, Depart-
ment of Transportation, Department of the
Interior, transmitting A report on the effec-
tiveness of this title in providing incentives
for the development and use of quiet aircraft
technology, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 40128 Pub-
lic Law 106—181, section 807 (b); jointly to
the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure and Resources.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced
and severally referred, as follows:

By Mr. PITTS (for himself, Mr. BUR-
GESS, and Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi):

H.R. 3728. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to allow additional transit sys-
tems greater flexibility with certain mass
transportation projects; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. TANCREDO:

H. Res. 501. A resolution recognizing and
supporting lranians in their daily struggle
for democracy and reform, encouraging the
Islamic Republic of Iran to conduct open and
fair elections, and urging the President of
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the United States to engage with and sup-
port Iranians in their struggle for freedom
and democracy; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

255. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the Legislature of the State of New Jer-
sey, relative to Senate Joint Resolution No.
16 revoking Joint Resolution No. IV of 1868
which attempted to withdraw New Jersey’s
ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

256. Also, a memorial of the Senate of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, relative to
Senate Resolution No. 161 memorializing the
President of the United States and Congress
to not reduce veterans’ benefits in the na-
tional budget; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 218: Mr. KIND.
717: Mr. WEXLER.
857: Mr. OXLEY and Mr. REGULA.
1043: Mr. CARDIN.
1532: Mr. REGULA.
1582: Mr. SHADEGG.
2823: Mr. PASTOR.
.R. 3190: Mr. CULBERSON.
H.R. 3266: Mr. CAMP, Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART of Florida, and Mr. THORNBERRY.
H.R. 3338: Mr. BEREUTER.
H.R. 3509: Mr. KILDEE.
H.R. 3550: Mr. ALLEN, Mr. ABERCROMBIE,

IzzIzzz
EEEEEEE

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEz of California, Mr.
Lucas of Kentucky, Mr. INSLEE, Mr.
SANDLIN, Mr. TAUzIN, Mr. MCGOVERN, and
Mr. UPTON.

H.J. Res. 56: Mr. BLUNT.

H. Con. Res. 311: Mr. WEXLER, Mr. OWENS,
Mr. ANDREWS, and Mr. BEAUPREZ.

H. Res. 500: Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mr.
BisHoP of Utah, Mr. SOUDER, and Mr. BARTON
of Texas.
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The Senate met at 9:31 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable Mi-
CHAEL B. ENzI, a Senator from the
State of Wyoming.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by our guest
Chaplain, Dr. Alan Keiran, chief of
staff, Senate Chaplain’s Office.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

God of grace and glory, we pray this
day for our distinguished Senators and
the Nation they so ably serve. Equip
them with all the wisdom, strength,
and perseverance needed to bring the
important issues to closure. Bless
those they love in their times of sepa-
ration from family and friends. Bless
their staffs as they labor to support the
honorable men and women they so will-
ingly serve.

For those military men and women
deployed in harm’s way, in far places,
and their families, we pray Your provi-
dential protection. O Lord, our pre-
cious Saviour and eternal King, equip
our Nation’s noble leaders with the
wisdom and endurance to meet the
challenges ahead.

In Your holy Name we pray. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MICHAEL B. ENzI led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 23, 2004.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, | hereby
appoint the Honorable MICHAEL B. ENzI, a
Senator from the State of Wyoming, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. ENzI thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing the Senate will be in a period for
morning business to allow Senators to
make statements and to introduce leg-
islation. Yesterday, we began consider-
ation of the pension rate reform bill
but did not complete action on that
measure. If Senators desire to speak on
behalf of that legislation, | do encour-
age them to come to the floor today
during morning business.

As | announced yesterday, there will
be no rollcall votes today. When we fin-
ish our business today, the Senate will
reconvene on Monday to resume debate
on this important pension rate bill. |
expect amendments to be offered on
Monday. However, any votes on Mon-
day will be held over until Tuesday’s
session. Again, no rollcall votes will
occur on Monday.

We will finish the pension bill Tues-
day or Wednesday. | very much would
like to complete that bill Tuesday, if
at all possible, but we will finish it ei-
ther Tuesday or Wednesday of next
week and, as always, Senators will be
notified of rollcall votes as they are
scheduled.

I thank everybody for their partici-
pation and cooperation during the om-

nibus debate. It was the unfinished
business from the last session and took
a lot of cooperation on both sides of
the aisle. That was demonstrated over
the last several days, which we all very
much appreciate.

The funding measure passed yester-
day. As people saw from the ultimate
vote, it was a bipartisan measure. It
passed by a large bipartisan margin,
and | appreciate the Members’ assist-
ance as we worked through the unani-
mous consent agreement in order to
bring that bill to conclusion.

Lastly, before we finish our business
for the day, we expect to be able to
consider additional executive nomina-
tions that are on the calendar. | will
continue to work with the Democratic
leadership to move forward on those
nominations that are available. I am
pleased the Senate will be able to act
on these important positions.

———

SENATE PAGES

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in just a
few minutes the Democratic leader and
I will be participating in the gradua-
tion ceremonies for our pages. Al-
though they are not here now because
they are with their parents and family
members at the beginning of that grad-
uation exercise, | do, as | did last
night, pay tribute to them. They are
with us every day, every night, morn-
ing, noon, night—whatever hours—in
order to work with us and make our
lives much easier as we work very hard
to carry on the Nation’s business.

Mr. President, | thank everybody for
their attention.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.
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GUEST CHAPLAIN

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, | wel-
come our guest Chaplain today. | know
he is no longer in the Senate Chamber.
I appreciate very much Chaplain
Keiran’s prayer this morning. | am
grateful to him and to those who ar-
range for our guest Chaplains to join us
on occasion. It is a wonderful way to
begin our session, and | appreciate very
much his words of wisdom today.

———

SENATE PAGES

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, | also
join the majority leader in expressing
our heartfelt gratitude to this page
class for their contribution over these
past many months. This has been a
challenging time for the Senate, for a
lot of reasons. They have served us
very well.

As the majority leader noted, it is al-
ways difficult for a young person to
combine the roles of student and page
each and every week, getting up early,
working, as they do, as students first
and then as pages in carrying out their
many responsibilities on the Senate
floor.

I know | speak for all Senators in ex-
pressing our gratitude to them. They
have heard the noise of democracy
firsthand at full volume. They have
been spectators, as well as partici-
pants. | hope that what they have wit-
nessed and experienced will lead them
to come back in other roles in public
service in the future, whether it is at a
staff level, an elected level, or an ap-
pointed level. Their involvement and
their opportunities for future roles in
government and public service could
not be greater or more appreciated.

We welcome them back as we bid
them farewell. We hope their ambitious
character and the lives they have al-
ready experienced will encourage them
to look for more opportunities to serve
their country.

———

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, the
majority leader talked briefly about
the schedule. | spoke yesterday on the
pension bill, and I am very hopeful we
can complete our work on the pension
bill at an early date. | think it is a bill
that merits broad bipartisan support
and, judging from the cosponsors,
prominent Members on both sides of
the aisle who have worked to get us to
this point, | have every expectation
that we will see completion of our
work on the pension bill sometime
early next week.

We have—it is an overused word but
certainly a word applicable here—a cri-
sis with regard to pensions and retire-
ment security, both in multiemployer
plans as well as single-employer plans.

That crisis will not be satisfactorily
or successfully confronted until we
take several steps. This is only meant
to be an interim step, but it is an im-
portant step. It is a temporary step
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that will allow us some stability and
confidence that we can address this
issue more effectively in the months
and years ahead.

Secondly, with regard to schedule, it
is important for us to recognize the
narrow window of opportunity we have
to deal with the highway bill. We have
already lost valuable time. We should
have done this bill last year. Not only
have we lost 90,000 jobs as a result of
our failure to pass the bill last fall, we
have also threatened the contract sea-
son this year by our inability to move
this legislation more expeditiously.
For all intents and purposes, the con-
tract cycle has already started in the
South. It is important that we send the
message that we intend to finish this
bill as early as possible. It is a jobs bill,
an infrastructure bill. I cannot think of
a greater economic stimulus. We are
told by experts that we could create
800,000 new, good-paying jobs if we can
move this legislation forward.

So it is my hope we will take this
legislation up well before the Presi-
dent’s Day recess in order to complete
our work before that recess and send a
signal to the country that we under-
stand the importance of this legisla-
tion.

Finally, | call attention to a front-
page story in the Wall Street Journal
this morning. The headline of the story
reads, ‘‘Halliburton Tells the Pentagon
Workers Took Irag-Deal Kickbacks.”
The first couple of paragraphs begin:

Halliburton Co. has told the Pentagon that
two employees took kickbacks valued at up
to $6 million in return for awarding a Ku-
waiti-based company with lucrative work
supplying U.S. troops in Iraq. The disclosure
is the first firm indication of corruption in-
volving U.S.-funded projects in Irag and
raises new questions about Halliburton’s
dealings there. The company’s work already
is being scrutinized because of accusations
that the U.S. government was overcharged
for gasoline under another controversial con-
tract.

It says a little later down, referring
to that second charge now under inves-
tigation:

. the top Defense Department auditor
asked the office to investigate whether Hal-
liburton subsidy Kellogg Brown & Root over-
charged for fuel deliveries by more than $61
million.

These charges in this new report are
terribly disturbing. 1 ask unanimous
consent that the article be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Wall Street Journal, Jan. 23, 2004]
HALLIBURTON TELLS THE PENTAGON WORKERS
TooK IRAQ-DEAL KICKBACKS
(By Neil King, Jr.)

WASHINGTON.—Halliburton Co. has told the
Pentagon that two employees took Kick-
backs valued at up to $6 million in return for
awarding a Kuwaiti-based company with lu-
crative work supplying U.S. troops in Irag.

The disclosure is the first firm indication
of corruption involving U.S.-funded projects
in lraqg and raises new questions about
Halliburton’s dealings there. The company’s
work already is being scrutinized because of
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accusations that the U.S. government was
overcharged for gasoline under another con-
troversial contract.

Halliburton has strenuously defended its
Irag work as fairly priced and free of taint.
A discovery of kickbacks could expose the
company to hefty fines and other punish-
ments such as potential fraud charges. At
the least, contacting experts say, Halli-
burton will be required to reimburse the
money.

Any blow could be softened by the fact
that Halliburton itself disclosed the mis-
conduct to the Pentagon inspector general’s
office this week. That disclosure came just
days after the top Defense Department audi-
tor asked the office to investigate whether
Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg Brown &
Root overcharged for fuel deliveries by more
than $61 million.

The latest revelation, though, is sure to in-
creased the already intense scrutiny Halli-
burton has received from congressional
Democrats, some of whom charge that the
Houston-based company benefited from po-
litical favoritism in securing lucrative work
in Irag. The news also is likely to further
raise suspicions abroad that Iraqg reconstruc-
tion work is largely benefiting U.S. compa-
nies and their employees.

Vice President Dick Cheney, who was
chairman of Halliburton until he left in 2000,
defended the company Wednesday in a Fox
Radio Network interview. ““They get unfairly
maligned simply because of their past asso-
ciation with me,” he said.

Halliburton stressed that it promptly told
the Pentagon of the problem. “The key issue
here is self-disclosure and self-reporting,” a
Halliburton spokeswoman said. ‘‘Halliburton
international auditors found the irregu-
larity, which is a violation of our company’s
philosophy, policy and our code of ethics. We
found it quickly, and we immediately re-
ported it to the inspector general. We do not
tolerate this kind of behavior by anyone at
any level in any Halliburton company.” A
company statement said the payments were
“‘detected through the company’s internal
control procedures.”’

The company has fired the two employees,
who were based in Kuwait and whose names
were not disclosed. Halliburton said it could
not discuss specifics of the matters because
of a Pentagon review.

KBR is now repairing lragi oil fields and
supplying everything from food and laundry
services to housing for U.S. troops and coali-
tion officials in Iraq under two huge con-
tracts valued at up to $16 billion. That work
has so far cost nearly $6 billion, well over
twice what has gone into all of the other 40
other U.S. contractors in Iraq, according to
government records.

In all, the U.S. has so far funded a total of
about $9 billion in Iragi reconstruction costs,
and expects to award contracts valued at an-
other $18.6 billion. Both the congressional
general accounting office and the Pentagon
are now completing large-scale investiga-
tions of all U.S.-funded reconstruction work
in Iraq.

The alleged kickbacks involve the same
KBR contracting office in Kuwait that han-
dled the controversial gasoline contact. The
Pentagon inspector general’s office received
the disclosure while conducting its own re-
view to decide whether to open a criminal in-
vestigation into the gasoline contract. Pen-
tagon officials decline to comment on the
status of that investigation.

The current accusations do not involve the
gasoline contract. Instead, the Kuwaiti com-
pany is said to have paid kickbacks to the
KBR officials after winning lucrative sub-
contracts to help support U.S. troops in Iraq
under what’s known as KBR’s LogCap con-
tract. U.S. officials declined to provide spe-
cifics on the subcontracts involved or the
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name of the company implicated in the pay-
offs.

Halliburton said in a statement that the
disclosure of what it called a ‘“‘potential
overcharge’” was a sign of its “‘diligence’ in
managing its Irag contracts. ““KBR will en-
sure that questionable charges will be cred-
ited to the government and will seek recov-
ery from the offending subcontractors.””

Halliburton negotiated its current LogCap
contract with a very thin profit margin of
1% over costs. It has a maximum bonus of an
added 2% available if it delivers the needed
services in an expeditious way. But under
these so-called cost-plus arrangements, com-
panies have little incentive to rein in costs
or to assure that they pick the most com-
petitive subcontractors, since the higher the
costs, the higher the profit.

The disclosure comes as Pentagon docu-
ments continue to raise broader questions
about KBR’s financial controls in Iraq. A
previously undisclosed Jan. 13 memorandum
from a branch office of the Defense Control
Audit Agency levels as ‘““inadequate’” KBR’s
system for accurately estimating the cost of
ongoing work in order to justify payments.
The memo was sent to various Army con-
tracting officials.

The Pentagon has had to reject two huge
proposed bills from KBR, including one for
$2.7 Dbillion, because of myriad ‘‘defi-
ciencies,” the memo says. ‘“We consider [the
company’s] estimates in the area of sub-
contracts to be inadequate,”” the memo says.
The agency is now auditing proposed KBR
bills totaling $2.1 billion, the memo says.

Pentagon auditors last month said that
KBR’s Kuwaiti supplier, Altanmia Commer-
cial Marketing Co., was charging the U.S. al-
most double the market price for gasoline.
Auditors said the overcharging amounted to
$61 million through September, and as much
as $20 million a month since then.

The Army Corps defended the company’s
hiring of Altanmia in a lengthy Jan. 6 re-
port. The report said KBR had ‘“‘urgent and
compelling needs” to use the Kuwaiti sup-
plier, even at significantly higher prices
than other potential suppliers.

Still, Pentagon officials are likely to home
in on the circumstances under which KBR
hired Altanmia. The Army Corps reports
says KBR picked Altanmia on May 5 after
making phone calls to just two other bid-
ders. Officials say there is no indication of
kickbacks involving Altanmia.

A number of anonymous whistleblowers
have come forward in recent weeks with
often-detailed allegations of KBR wrong-
doing in Kuwait, including accusations of
paybacks from companies that received lu-
crative subcontracting work from KBR, ac-
cording to U.S. officials and congressional
sources. These reports in turn have been
taken up by the Pentagon’s IG office.

The Pentagon’s fuel unit, the Defense En-
ergy Support Center, solicited bids yesterday
for three fuel-delivery contracts meant to re-
place the work that KBR is now performing.
KBR officials have said for months that they
wanted out of the work, which they de-
scribed as dangerous and not very profitable.

Mr. DASCHLE. As | said, it is very
disturbing because there have already
been serious concerns raised about the
lack of scrutiny, auditing, and trans-
parency with regard to the billions of
dollars that are now being committed
in Irag. The Defense Contract Audit
Agency has now been charged not only
with taking responsibility for an audit,
but they have also begun consideration
of a criminal investigation. Clearly, if
there is a possibility of a kickback, a
criminal investigation is certainly
warranted.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

I am troubled by the lack of any ex-
pressed concern in the Congress. There
has been virtually no oversight in ei-
ther the House or the Senate. When
matters of this magnitude and con-
cerns of this level are addressed on the
front pages of some of the most promi-
nent newspapers in the country, | can-
not think of a more important wakeup
call for us. One of our primary roles as
Members of Congress, of course, is
oversight, to make sure that the
money we authorize and appropriate is
not only spent well but is spent as the
American people would expect it.

I do not think we have any choice
but to investigate this matter our-
selves, to ask the appropriate commit-
tees, perhaps Government Affairs,
Armed Services, Foreign Relations, to
look into these issues, to ask the tough
questions, and to have a somber appre-
ciation ourselves of what is going on,
why is it that we are reading for the
first time reports of kickbacks when
we have taken so little effort to under-
stand the magnitude of the problem,
the depth and scope of the issues that
these allegations represent.

I think it is also important for us to
call for a halt in all further contracts
with Halliburton until these issues are
clarified. For the life of me, | cannot
understand why we would reward cor-
porations or organizations of any kind
that face such serious allegations of
fraud and corruption, that are under
investigation for perhaps overpricing
the American taxpayer by $61 million,
at least with regard to the gasoline
sold. Why we would award one more
contract until these matters have been
resolved? So | hope that on a bipar-
tisan basis the Congress will live up to
its responsibility, first, through over-
sight and, second, with a recognition
that awarding contracts under cir-
cumstances such as these makes no
sense whatsoever.

We will have more to say as we learn
more, of course. These are very dis-
turbing revelations. They merit more
careful consideration. We need to learn
more and understand what cir-
cumstances allowed the Kkickbacks in
the first place. Lack of transparency
above and beyond anything else will
generate stories and situations like
this over and over again.

Many of us have called for a complete
public accounting of these funds, but
here we are—no transparency, no pub-
lic accounting, no oversight on the
part of Congress, and the possibility of
perhaps more contracts with Halli-
burton in the future. This is not the
way to run a government, especially if
we are hopeful of improving the con-
fidence on the part of the American
people that we understand the gravity
of these issues and want very much to
build their confidence that we are
doing all we can in our efforts in lIraq
to rebuild democracy, to provide for
the assistance required. We have said
on many occasions how troubling it is
that we are the only real financial
source for the economic, military, and
public assistance provided to Iraq.
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When the American people hear that
much of that money may now be under
a cloud, it is all the more imperative
that we act to remove that cloud, to
provide the confidence, the trans-
parency, the oversight, and certainly
the corrective actions required.

| yield the floor.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the remainder of
the leadership time is reserved.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

Mr. DASCHLE. | suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DORGAN. | ask unanimous con-
sent that | be allowed to speak in
morning business for as much time as |
may consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. DORGAN per-
taining to the submission of S. Res. 289
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———————

IRAQI CONTRACTS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, on just
one more issue, quickly, the Demo-
cratic leader was in the Chamber mo-
ments ago speaking of something I am
very concerned about as well. This is
the front page of the Wall Street Jour-
nal today and it says: ‘“‘Halliburton
Tells the Pentagon Workers Took lrag-
Deal Kickbacks.”

Let me read from the report.

Halliburton Co. has told the Pentagon that
two employees took kickbacks valued at up
to $6 million in return for awarding a Ku-
waiti-based company with lucrative work
supplying U.S. troops in Iraq.

That disclosure came just days after
the top Defense Department auditor
asked the office to investigate whether
Halliburton subsidiary Kellogg Brown
& Root overcharged for fuel deliveries
by more than $61 million.

This isn’t the first whisper of this
kind of issue. Week after week after
week, for months we have been hearing
these charges. Do you think anybody
in the executive branch seems very
concerned about them? Apparently the
auditors in the Defense Department
are. But do you see anybody scram-
bling to hold a hearing about it and do
some investigation and some inquiry to
bring somebody to account for this? It
is as quiet as church mice around here.

The
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In the last 6 or 8 years, every time
there was a hiccup there would be a
Senate investigation or a congressional
investigation and we would hire special
counsel and lawyers and have people
under oath. Here is an example of what
we ought to be investigating as well.

How about getting to the bottom of
this issue. The U.S. taxpayers are being
overcharged $200 million, perhaps, for
hauling gasoline into lraq by a com-
pany that is charging $1 more than
anybody else is charging for hauling
the same gasoline into Iraq. How about
some accountability for the American
taxpayer. After all, this money comes
from the American taxpayer. Over-
charging, kickbacks, cronyism, pref-
erential contracts, nonbid contracts—
this demands, this begs for an inves-
tigation. This Congress has a responsi-
bility to do it.

I suppose the administration, this
Congress, and the majority party can
ignore this for another week or another
month. This is not going to go away.
Kickbacks, overcharges—this isn’t
going to go away. The fact is this com-
pany just got a new contract. This is a
slap on the wrist, a pat on the back.
That is what this is all about. Let us
have an investigation to find out who
is doing this. Let us suspend those con-
tracts right now. If we have work to do,
if we have fuel to haul, if we have sup-
plies to buy, if we have projects to fin-
ish, let us get contractors to do that.
Let us have contracts to haul that fuel
and to provide those supplies so that
we are not going to have to wonder
whether there are kickbacks or over-
charges or fraud.

I am sick and tired of reading this in
the papers and seeing inaction in this
Congress—none. Week after week after
week we have read about Halliburton
and its subsidiary. It is not just us. The
auditors in the Department of Defense
think the taxpayers have been bilked—
not by a thousand dollars or a couple
hundred thousand dollars, but by tens
and tens and tens of millions of dollars.
Auditors in the Department of Defense
believe that and are asking these ques-
tions. Yet this place looks as if it is at
parade rest; won’t move a muscle.

There needs to be an investigation by
the committees and the leadership of
this Senate. My colleague, Senator
DASCHLE, described that obligation this
morning. There needs to be an inves-
tigation. | hope this will happen soon.

It was my great concern, as | ex-
pressed when the Congress passed near-
ly $20 billion for reconstruction in Iraq,
that this was throwing money up in the
air in a way that called for a carnival
of greed. It looks like hogs in the corn-
field. You have all of this money—bil-
lions and billions of dollars for the re-
construction of Irag—and you have
contractors running around trying to
grab some of it. This contractor was
one of the first with no-bid contracts,
now we see these allegations—and they
have been going on for months—about
overcharges. Now we see allegations of
kickbacks.
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The taxpayers deserve better than
that. The taxpayers deserve account-
ability. This money is not some money
that vanishes somewhere. This is
money that comes from the pockets of
the American taxpayers. We tax the
taxpayers to get their money, and then
this money is spent for the reconstruc-
tion of lrag—a country, incidentally,
which we did not destroy. We are re-
constructing facilities that we did not
damage, such as roads, bridges, the
electric grid, and dams. We didn’t tar-
get them. We didn’t destroy them. Now
we are told that we must reconstruct
them with  American taxpayers’
money—a position that | voted against,
a position that | think is absurd—in a
country with the second largest re-
serves in the world, Irag, next only to
Saudi Arabia, which ought to be able,
in my judgment, to sell the oil that it
produces to reconstruct itself.

For that country to rely, as the
President insists it must, on American
taxpayers’ funds for reconstruction is
absurd. But, nonetheless, that is what
happened. The majority of this Con-
gress decided they wanted to spend
nearly $20 billion of American tax-
payers’ money to do that. Now we see
at least part of the result of it, and
there will be more. But the signal this
Congress ought to send is one of ac-
countability and demanding through
public hearings and a thorough inves-
tigation. Can we not be as aggressive
as the auditors in the Defense Depart-
ment? Can we not at least express the
same concern that auditors in the De-
fense Department express about the po-
tential of our being bilked out of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars? That is the
least the American taxpayer should ex-
pect from this Congress.

I think this Congress has not heard
the last of this. | and others will be on
this floor attempting to demand inves-
tigative hearings. The taxpayers, in my
judgment, deserve hearings on these
subjects.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

PENSIONS

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is
Friday. We had a good discussion yes-
terday about this very important pen-
sion funding amendment which is pre-
sented to the Senate by the chairman
of the Finance Committee, Senator
GRASSLEY, and the ranking member,
Senator BAucus; they have shared ju-
risdiction on a number of pension mat-
ters with our committee, the Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, chaired by Senator GREGG and
I as the ranking minority member.
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The two committees have worked
very closely in recommending this leg-
islation. | am very grateful to all and
to Leader FRIST for giving this a pri-
ority standing. By the early part of
next week, the first part of the week,
we will have final action. This will
move very rapidly through the House
of Representatives because it is of such
importance to employers and employ-
ees. It is a temporary measure to meet
the certain challenges of our time.

To review again very briefly, the de-
fined benefit pension plans are a key
part of the retirement security of
Americans. Americans have sort of a
three-legged stool for retirement. They
have Social Security, they have their
savings, and they have their pension.

While Social Security is certainly se-
cure, there has been certainly a draw-
down on the Social Security assets as a
result of the excessive tax reductions
of this administration. It is certainly
secure at the present time.

We have also seen that many who put
savings in 401(k)s, with the slide of the
market in a number of instances, have
had their savings significantly reduced.
Because of a combination of different
events that have taken place in the
economy, there is a real question about
whether the pensions are going to be
there for many of America’s industries,
the pension programs which have been
supported both by their employer and
the employee, paid into by workers
with the guarantee that their pension
would be there, would be available for
them in the future. In many instances,
they are threatened.

This legislation is to provide breath-
ing room into the current system to
permit the system to get back on its
feet and to be working again. We will
take action and do it quickly.

The defined benefit pension plans are
a key part of retirement security for
millions of Americans; they are prom-
ised a monthly benefit starting at re-
tirement and continuing through their
life. The combined plans are different
from other pension plans. Only a de-
fined benefit plan provides benefits
backed by the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation. Workers rely on the
guarantees to help in old age to pay for
health benefits, needed medical care,
college, education, and for their homes.

This chart is an indication of how
this whole program is established.
There are nearly 35 million Americans
covered by single employer defined
benefit pension plans. And 9.7 million
Americans are covered by multiem-
ployer benefit plans. For example, in
the construction industry—where
workers move from one site to the
other site—the process has been
worked out through the employers,
which is supported both by the employ-
ers and the workers, which gives a mul-
tiemployer benefit. But these are obvi-
ously workers who work hard, play by
the rules, and have a similar kind of in-
terest as the other 35 million. It is only
the defined benefit plan that provides a
secure monthly benefit backed by the
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation.
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Why this legislation is necessary is
because of what has been referred to
earlier in the discussion and debate
about a series of different economic
conditions that are threatening the de-
fined benefit pension plan. We call it a
“perfect storm’’ of factors that is hurt-
ing the defined benefit pension plan
funding levels.

We have had a prolonged downturn of
the stock market during the last 3
years, the longest decline since the
Great Depression. Then we have had
extremely low 30-year Treasury bond
interest rates. That may be good for
those who are buying a new car or at-
tempting to buy a new house, but if we
are looking at how the pension plans
were established and tie into the 30-
year bond interest rates, we would see
this factor, the decline of the stock
market, the low interest rates and the
general weak economic conditions,
which mean that companies cannot af-
ford to make additional payments and
pay excise taxes imposed by our pen-
sion laws. These three elements com-
bined have put the pension system gen-
erally, for some almost 45 million
Americans, in serious jeopardy.

We have come up with a bipartisan
program. It is temporary, over a 2-year
period, which we believe can offer the
relief to permit the programs to come
back and survive.

Late yesterday afternoon, my friend
from Arizona, Senator KyL, offered
amendment No. 2234. Senator KyL
called this a “*hold harmless’” amend-
ment for the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation. That description is mis-
leading because this amendment is
anything but harmless. In fact, it
harms the workers who can lose pen-
sion benefits as a result of this amend-
ment.

The PBGC’s mission is to preserve
and protect the defined benefit of
American workers. By paying pre-
miums into the PBGC, companies and
their workers are buying security.
They are buying a secure guarantee,
that if for some reason a company can
no longer provide the promised benefit,
workers receive a pension from the
PBGC. This amendment undermines
that security and strikes at the heart
of the mission by taking away pensions
that workers have earned. It would re-
place guarantees with broken promises.

My colleague expressed concern that
if the pension plans fail, it would hurt
workers. The irony is his amendment
would make those workers in failed
plans even worse off than they are
under current law. It would make
workers pay the price for financial re-
lief that companies are receiving. The
companies receive the relief; the work-
ers would pay the penalty.

Our amendment explicitly applies to
airline and steel companies. Employees
in those industries have already made
many sacrifices to keep their compa-
nies and pension plans afloat. We
should not penalize them by taking
away pension benefits they have
earned.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Finally, I am well aware of the need
to preserve the PBGC'’s financial integ-
rity. | know my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle share my concern.
None of us wants to put the Nation’s
pension system at risk. That is why
our substitute amendment targets the
DRC relief to where we think it is both
needed and justified. Only companies
that had well-funded—well-funded—
pension plans in 2000 would be provided
with that relief. We exclude poorly
funded plans where relief would simply
expose the PBGC to increased deficits.

So PBGC deficits will not be solved
by taking benefits away from workers.
Rather, we must seek to stabilize and
expand our defined benefit pension sys-
tem.

As | say, this proposal and com-
promise has been carefully structured
and carefully drafted to try to meet
very special needs, and it is intended to

do so. | believe the Kyl amendment
would undermine that fundamental
concept.

The results of this ‘“‘perfect storm”
have not only had an enormously ad-
verse impact and effect on the pension
system but they are having a real ad-
verse impact on the lives of many of
our fellow Americans. | think it is im-
portant that we in this Chamber begin
to understand this. The stock market
may be going up with the profits, but
what is happening out on Main Street
should be the concern of every one of
us in this body.

———
SUPPORTING AMERICAN WORKERS

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I am
going to mention a series of events,
many of which have just taken place in
the last day or two, which either were
published reports, news reports, or tel-
evision reports that indicate another
side of America than is the America
being described with rose-tinted glass-
es.

First of all, today there are some 13
million children who are going hungry.
Eight million Americans are unem-
ployed. Eight million workers lose
overtime under the Bush proposal. We
have had debates and discussions on
this issue. We are going to come back
to it very soon, at the first oppor-
tunity, hopefully even as soon as next
week. Seven million low-wage workers
have been waiting 7 years for an in-
crease in the minimum wage. | will
come back to this issue. And 3 million
more Americans are living in poverty
since President Bush took office.

The final point I make is that 90,000
workers a week are losing their unem-
ployment benefits—90,000 workers a
week. We have the unemployment com-
pensation fund which is funded at close
to $20 billion. We have tried to get a
temporary extension for some 13
weeks. It has been objected to now
more than a dozen times by those on
the other side of the aisle. It costs
about $7 billion. Nearly twenty billion
dollars are there.

These workers are paying into the
fund. We are talking about workers
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who have worked hard, paid into the
fund, and the fund is out there and
meant to assist the workers during an
economic downturn. These workers
should not be blamed for the economic
downturn, and they are being blamed
by denying them the extension on the
unemployment insurance. As | say,
90,000 workers a week are losing their
unemployment benefits.

I will mention one other chart that
helps illustrate what | mean when |
talk about 13 million children who are
going hungry every night. Hunger is in-
creasing for the minimum-wage fami-
lies. The Agriculture Department re-
ported 300,000 more families are hungry
today than when President Bush first
took office—300,000 more. Twelve mil-
lion American households are worried
they will not have enough to eat. And
nearly 4 million American households
have someone going hungry.

This is in a country that can produce
more agricultural products than any
other country in the world, by far. We
spend billions of dollars on land to en-
sure it is not going to be productive.
We know how to do two things, if noth-
ing else, in this Nation: We know how
to grow food, and we know how to de-
liver it. We have the greatest agricul-
tural lands in the world. We have effec-
tively a Federal express. They can de-
liver products overnight. We know how
to deliver it. We do not have to feed ev-
eryone by Federal express, but we sure
know how to get food or get any prod-
uct to people’s homes or to the needy
people. | believe hunger in America is a
national disgrace. So this is a matter
of very considerable concern.

Last evening, when | returned home
at a little after 6 o’clock, | turned on
CNN and | was caught by a piece they
did reporting on ‘““Overwhelmed Amer-
ica.”” The broadcaster said: ‘““Tonight,
the overwhelmed American worker.”
This is the report on the study called
““Overwhelmed America.”

Wages are stagnant, productivity is soar-
ing, which means many Americans are effec-
tively working more for less. And making
matters even worse, millions of American
workers now find themselves competing with
cheaper foreign labor just to hold on to their
jobs.

Then it went on to Kate
Bronfenbrenner, professor at Cornell
University:

The workers there are frightened because
they wake up each morning and they don’t
know whether their job is going to be
outsourced, downsized, contracted out, or
eliminated.

Outsourced, downsized,
out, or eliminated.

They are overwhelmed because they feel
like forces way beyond their control are
making the decisions that affect their lives.
And they are exhausted because they are
working harder, longer, and faster just to
stand still. Americans are scared of losing
their jobs. They are working longer, harder,
and they still don’t have job security.

I will include the whole piece. It is a
short piece, but | will read another sec-
tor:

In growing numbers workers are feeling
overworked, underappreciated, and burned

contracted
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out. That is according to a recent study of
1,100 workers that concluded ‘‘Emotion
about the current work experience is ex-
tremely negative.”

And the report goes on. | listened to
that last night. It was very interesting.
It is something that, again, restates
basically what we have been saying on
the floor of the Senate.

I ask unanimous consent that that
CNN piece be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

TRANSCRIPTED EXCERPT FROM CNN ON
“OVERWHELMED AMERICA,”” JANUARY 22, 2004

PILGRIM: Tonight the overwhelmed Amer-
ican worker.

Wages are stagnant, productivity is soar-
ing, which means many Americans are effec-
tively working more for less. And making
matters even worse, millions of American
workers now find themselves competing with
cheaper foreign labor just to hold on to their
jobs.

Peter Viles has the report.

PETER VILES (CNN Correspondent). This is
the California grocery strike, but it might as
well be from a time capsule, because the
strike, the ultimate workers’ weapon, is al-
most extinct in America.

In the 1950s, there were 352 major strikes
per year, so far this decade, 25 per year.
Unions have lost membership and lost clout.
Real wages have been stagnant for three dec-
ades. One labor scholar describes workers
right now as frightened, overwhelmed and
exhausted.

KATE BRONFENBRENNER (Professor, Cornell
University). They are frightened because
they wake up each morning and they don’t
know whether their job is going to be
outsourced, downsized, contracted out or
eliminated. They are overwhelmed because
they fell like forces way beyond their control
are making the decisions that affect their
lives. And they are exhausted because they
are working harder and longer and faster
just to stand still.

VILES. So why are workers not pushing
back, demanding wage increases or better
benefits? Experts say workers just don’t
have the leverage and are also growing dis-
couraged about the future.

LARRY MISHEL (Economic Policy Insti-
tute). Individual workers are scared for their
jobs. They think that any job they have is
going to be better than the job they are
going to get next. That keeps them from
pushing back on employers.

VILES. In growing numbers, workers are
feeling overworked, underappreciated and
burned out. That's according to a recent
study of 1,100 workers that concluded—
quote—‘‘Emotion about the current work ex-
perience is extremely negative.”’

DONALD LOWMAN (Managing director, Tow-
ers Perrin). | don’t think workers are apa-
thetic. |1 think they are very negative right
now. There is a big group that’s quite nega-
tive right now. They fear intensely, though,
about their job. They would really like to see
things change. They have not withdrawn.
They are not indifferent.

VILES. There are signs that workplace anx-
iety is shaping up as a major campaign issue.
In lowa, the two most important issues to
caucus-goers, not terrorism or lrag, but the
economy and health care. The workplace
anxieties fueled by what some economists
are now calling the worst hiring slump since
the Great Depression in America, a jobless
recovery that continues to surprise and dis-
appoint economists, but also continues to
give employers the upper hand in the labor
market—Kitty.
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PILGRIM. Pete, what would it take to give
the employees some leverage? It seems like
an impossible situation.

VILES. It would take a lot more hiring.
Until the millions of people who are unem-
ployed and the millions working part-time
who want full-time work get into the job
market, employers have the leverage. Em-
ployers don’t give raises because they think
they should. They give raises because they
have to. And right now, they don’t have to.

PILGRIM. Yes. Thanks very much, Pete
Viles.

VILES. Sure.

Mr. KENNEDY. And then, lo and be-
hold, this morning, on the front page—
on Friday, January 23—what is the
leading story in the Wall Street Jour-
nal? “The Gap in Wages Is Grow-
ing Again for U.S. Workers. Inequal-
ity Is Seen as Result of the Jobless
Recovery. . . .”

Wage inequality—the gap between Amer-
ica’s highest and lowest earners—has started
widening again, a situation with election-
year ramifications.

The trend is a reflection of the job mar-
ket’s exceptionally weak response to the cur-
rent economic recovery, as well as long-term
technological and economic changes that
have eroded the bargaining power of Amer-
ica’s lowest-paid workers.

The data show that young workers—who
currently have fewer job prospects than a
few years ago—and men, in particular, are
bearing the brunt.

The numbers continue a movement to
greater wage inequality that began around
the time President Bush succeeded President
Clinton—

That is the Wall Street Journal re-
port.

The numbers continue a movement to
greater wage inequality that began around
the time President Bush succeeded President
Clinton and the economy slid into recession
three years ago. The trend represents a re-
versal from the late 1990s, when the lowest
unemployment rates in a generation had en-
abled the lowest-paid workers to keep pace
with those at the top.

The article goes on. | ask unanimous
consent that the article in its entirety
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Wall Street Journal, Jan. 23, 2004]

THE GAP IN WAGES IS GROWING AGAIN FOR
U.S. WORKERS

INEQUALITY IS SEEN AS RESULT OF THE JOB-
LESS RECOVERY, POTENTIAL ELECTION THEME

(By Greg Ip)

WASHINGTON.—Wage inequality—the gap
between America’s highest and lowest earn-
ers—has started widening again, a situation
with election-year ramifications.

The trend is a reflection of the job mar-
ket’s exceptionally weak response to the cur-
rent economic recovery, as well as long-term
technological and economic changes that
have eroded the bargaining power of Amer-
ica’s lowest-paid workers. The data show
that young workers—who currently have
fewer job prospects than a few years ago—
and men, in particular are bearing the brunt.

New data from the Labor Department show
that after adjustment for inflation, salaries
of the country’s lowest-paid workers—those
who fall just inside the bottom 10 percent of
the pay range-fell 0.3 percent last year from
2002. Meanwhile, the salaries of the highest
paid workers—those who are just inside the
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top 10 percent—were unchanged. The diver-
gence appeared to grow in the fourth quarter
as higher-paid workers gained ground and
lower-paid workers slipped further, based on
comparisons with original year-earlier data
that are subject to revision.

The numbers continue a movement to
greater wage inequality that began around
the time President Bush succeeded President
Clinton and the economy slid into recession
three years ago. The trend represents a re-
versal from the late 1990s, when the lowest
unemployment rates in a generation had en-
abled the lowest-paid workers to keep pace
with those at the top.

This wage picture is likely to figure in this
year’s unfolding election campaign. Demo-
cratic presidential candidates have made the
economic hardship of typical working fami-
lies a centerpiece of their platforms. They
also say President Bush’s tax cuts aggravate
growing inequality by giving larger benefits
to those in higher income brackets.

President Bush has pushed tax cuts for all
families as well as improvements in public
schools as the keys to increasing employ-
ment and individual prosperity. In his State
of the Union address this week, he proposed
spending $250 million on a program for com-
munity colleges to train workers for jobs in
growing sectors and boosting Pell Grants,
which help poor students pay for college.
These moves will “help more and more
Americans to join in the growing prosperity
of our country,” Mr. Bush said.

Increased inequality “‘is the totally pre-
dictable result of relatively strong growth in
tandem with relatively high unemploy-
ment.” said Jared Bernstein, an economist
at the liberal Economic Policy Institute in
Washington. ‘“‘right now we have far more
job seekers than jobs [and] workers just lack
the bargaining power to push for a larger
slice of the growing pie. It’s a recipe for
higher inequality.”’

The new turn may merely represent a re-
turn to a longer-term trend that was only
temporarily stalled. Sheldon Danziger, an
economist at the University of Michigan,
said inequality began to increase in the
1970s, and now appears to have resumed after
an interruption in the late 1990s. Prof.
Danziger, who has studied inequality exten-
sively, attributes the trend to technological
change and increased trade, which have
placed a premium on higher-paid workers’
skills while displacing many lesser-skilled
workers from well-paying jobs. Other factors
at play are the decline in unionization and
the stagnant minimum wage.

In a report released last week, the Labor
Department’s Bureau of Labor Statistics
said that, overall, the median full-time
worker over 16 years of age earned $625 a
week in the fourth quarter of last year, up 2
percent from a year earlier. But adjusting
for increased consumer prices that rep-
resented just a 0.1 percent increase in pur-
chasing power.

The median represents the midpoint: half
of all workers earn more, and half earn less.
It is considered more representative of the
typical family than is the average paycheck,
which can be heavily influenced by move-
ments of the highest wages.

The widening gap seen last year between
the top—typically managers and other pro-
fessionals—and the bottom—which includes
restaurant workers, security guards and
other service positions—were part of a move-
ment that now appears to have begun with
the recession in 2001. The weekly wage of the
worker at the *“10th percentile” of wages
rose from $284 in the fourth quarter of 2000 to
$303 in the fourth quarter of last year, a total
increase of just 0.6 percent, after inflation.
(Tenth percentile means that worker’s wage
represented the cutoff point between the 10
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percent lowest paid workers and the 90 per-
cent better-paid workers.) In the same pe-
riod, the weekly wage of the 90th percentile
worker rose from $1,299 to $1,440, an increase
of 4.5 percent after inflation.

It was a different story in the late 1990s.
Between late 1996 and late 2000, real wages
for the lowest paid workers rose 8 percent,
not much less than the 8.8 percent gain for
the highest paid.

The latest data cover full-time salaried
workers, representing about 100 million
workers, or about two-thirds of the labor
force. They don’t include part-time workers,
the self-employed, the unemployed, those
not in the work force such as retirees, taxes,
government payments, or investment in-
come. As such, the figures don’t fully cap-
ture trends in total family disposable in-
come. The data aren’t distorted by pay pack-
ages to executives and others through such
methods as stock options which ballooned in
the 1990s but have shrunken some recently.
That is because even at the 90th percentile,
the annual salary, about $75,000, is still mod-
est compared with what most senior cor-
porate executives earn.

The data are broadly consistent with
trends in the Census Bureau’s much larger
annual report on household-income trends,
which are available through 2002.

Many scholars attribute widening income
disparities to technological change, which
displaces workers whose jobs can be easily
done by a machine or computer program,
while boosting the productivity of workers
who get to use the more sophisticated tech-
nology.

Mr. Danziger notes he doesn’t wait in line
as much at the airport because ‘I can buy
my ticket and print my boarding pass on-
line.”” As a result, he bypasses several tradi-
tional middle-class workers, such as travel
agents and the people at the ticket counter.
Increased trade is also a factor. Routine,
lower-skilled jobs are more easily shifted to
lower-wage workers overseas, even as trade
with such countries gives most Americans
access to cheaper products.

Other scholars emphasize other factors, in-
cluding a federal minimum wage that hasn’t
risen since 1997, and the declining power of
unions, which traditionally bargained to
raise the wages of all workers, regardless of
their skill or experience.

Indeed, according to a separate Labor De-
partment report this week, the average
weekly paycheck of union members grew 3
percent last year from 2002, before adjust-
ment for inflation, to $760, while the weekly
paycheck of nonunion members grew 2 per-
cent, to $599. But the share of U.S. workers
who are union members continued its long-
term decline, falling to 12.9 percent from 13.3
percent in 2002. A related trend has been
manufacturing’s declining share of employ-
ment; factories traditionally were a source
of well-paying, less-skilled, often unionized
jobs.

The latest Labor Department wage data
suggest that young workers and men have
been hardest hit. The median paycheck of
workers age 16 to 24 shrank slightly, after in-
flation, from 2000 to 2003 while that of work-
ers age 25 and over grew 0.6 percent a year.
In the late 1990s, young workers’ wages grew
faster.

Also, the median paycheck of men grew
just 0.3 percent a year, much less than that
of women, at 1.8 percent a year, although at
$704 a week, men still earn about 25 percent
more. There was little difference in trends
for white and black workers. While in recent
decades the wages of better-educated work-
ers have grown faster, that wasn’t the case
recently: College-educated workers actually
did a bit worse than those with just a high-
school diploma in the past three years.
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On the campaign trail, Democratic Sen.
John Edwards of North Carolina has ham-
mered most on the theme of income dis-
parity. Under President Bush, ‘‘there are two
Americas, not one,” he said last month.
““One America does the work, while another
America reaps the reward.”

Gen. Wesley Clark has also pushed that
theme. “We may have had a good [economic-
growth] number, but where it really mat-
ters—whether people are getting jobs and
what they’re earning on those jobs—people
in America are still struggling,”” said Jason
Furman, policy director for the Clark cam-
paign.

But Kevin Hassett, a scholar at the Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute, said the lesson of
the late 1990s is that the best way to lift
lower-paid workers’ wages is through strong
economic growth, which is what Mr. Bush’s
tax cuts are delivering.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, an
Economic Policy Institute report came
out January 21. Here we are, on Janu-
ary 21, the Economic Policy Institute’s
study of job shifting. It says:

In 48 of the 50 States, jobs in higher-paying
industries have given way to jobs in lower-
paying industries—

The jobs that are being created in
these States, as an average, are going
down.
since the recession ended in November 2001.
Nationwide, industries that are gaining jobs
relative to industries that are losing jobs
pay 21 percent less annually. For the 30
States that have lost jobs since the recession
purportedly ended, this is the other shoe
dropping—not only have jobs been lost, but
in 29 of them the losses have been con-
centrated in higher-paying sectors. And for
19 of the 20 States, they have seen some
small gain in jobs since the end of the reces-
sion. The jobs gained have been dispropor-
tionately in lower-paying sectors.

Two States have grown 21 percent
less. Nebraska and Nevada are the two
States that are the exception. Here is
the State of New Hampshire, which
still has fewer jobs than when the re-
cession ended, and where the wages in
industries gaining jobs are 35 percent
lower than wages in industries losing
jobs. For new jobs, they are getting
paid 35 percent less in the State of New
Hampshire.

The State of Delaware likewise has
lost jobs since the recession ended and
where job-gaining industries have
wages 43 percent below those in the
job-losing industries.

Colorado has lost 2 percent of its jobs
since the end of the recession and job-
gaining industry wages are 35 percent
below the wages in job-losing indus-
tries.

West Virginia has lost 1.7 percent of
its jobs since the end of the recession,
and wages in job-gaining industries are
33 percent below wages in job-losing in-
dustries.

These are the facts. We have the Wall
Street Journal, the Economic Policy
Institute, and the study that was
quoted in Overwhelmed America—that
is just in the last 24 hours—about what
is happening in America.

That is a good deal different than
what | heard in the State of the Union
Address by the President. The Presi-
dent said on page 4:
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This economy is strong and growing

stronger . . .

Americans took those dollars [from the tax
cut] and put them to work, driving this econ-
omy forward. The pace of economic growth
in the third quarter of 2003 was the fastest in
nearly 20 years. New home construction: the
highest in almost 20 years. Home ownership
rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activ-
ity is increasing. Inflation is low. Interest
rates are low. Exports are growing. Produc-
tivity is high, and jobs are on the rise.

These are two different Americas,
Mr. President, two entirely different
Americas. It is the second America
that many of us are fighting for here in
the Senate.

What has been the answer by the ad-
ministration? Let’s take the minimum
wage, for example. Minimum wage, un-
employment compensation, overtime—
we have made the presentation that
American workers are working longer
and harder. Not only are individuals
working longer and harder, but fami-
lies are working harder and longer.
Women are working longer and harder.
Look at what happened. And we won-
der why we are seeing the increasing
incidence of hungry children and hun-
ger in America—look at what happened
to the minimum wage. Now it is, with-
out the increase, down to $4.95. That is
about the lowest it has been in years.
Seven long years without an increase.
A majority of the membership would
vote for an increase in the minimum
wage. The Republican leadership and
the Bush administration will not give
us an opportunity to do so. In 7 years,
we have increased our own salary six
times, but we have not had an increase
in the minimum wage.

We will talk about an increase in the
minimum wage. Americans, | believe,
think someone who works 40 hours a
week, 52 weeks a year, should not have
to live in poverty in the strongest Na-
tion in the world, with the strongest
economy and the strongest military. |
think that is a family value—being
able to provide for your children, par-
ents having a sense of dignity and pride
in their work and work product, fami-
lies being able to stay together. That is
a family value. We hear a lot of speech-
es on this floor and elsewhere about
family values. That is a family value—
making sure that hard-working men
and women are going to be able to pro-
vide for their families. We are denied
that opportunity.

We are not taking no for an answer.
That minimum wage is coming at this
institution and it is coming once,
twice, as many times as necessary. So
there will be no doubt among the
American people who will be standing
for those workers and who is against
them.

Unemployment compensation. Nine-
ty thousand workers who worked hard
now have seen their benefits expire—
90,000 a week. We have heard on the
other side of the aisle in the last 2
days—the leaders in the Republican
Party—saying: Don’t worry about it,
Senator, we are creating new jobs.

Well, let’s have a reality check. The
administration promised 300,000 jobs
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and the reality is 1,000 jobs. Who are we
kidding? The American people are get-
ting used to the fact that there is a lot
of rhetoric on the one hand and no fol-
lowup on the other. That was true in
the No Child Left Behind Act, and it is
apparently true about our trip to Mars.

Did you see the rollout of the Presi-
dent talking about going to Mars, and
there was no mention of it in the State
of the Union Address. The best esti-
mates are it will cost a trillion dollars
and they are allocating $5 billion. Get
the political hit and then forget about
it. That is also what happened with No
Child Left Behind. That we cannot get
an extension on unemployment com-
pensation, when the economy is cre-
ating only 1,000 jobs, and they esti-
mated over 300,000, makes the point.
Those hard-working Americans who
paid into the unemployment compensa-
tion fund, which is in surplus at the
present time, should be able to get the
extension of 13 weeks.

Third is the overtime issue. We have
seen who that affects. It affects basi-
cally the policemen and firefighters
and nurses—some 8 million Americans.
And included in the recommendations,
as | pointed out, for the first time, it
will say if a veteran had certain Kinds
of training in the military, which may
very well have been the reason he went
into the service—obviously, the under-
lying reason is because he or she want-
ed to serve their country. But the idea
that you are going to get a skill is at-
tractive, too. You can get education
benefits, which is attractive, too. That
makes a difference in recruitment. We
have seen it. | know about it. | am on
the Armed Services Committee. We
know we are falling further behind and
not meeting our recruiting goals in the
National Guard by 10,000 this year. We
know we are offering any of the sol-
diers over in Iraq a bonus of $10,000 if
they reenlist over there. So we know
we have these challenges.

Now for the first time they are pro-
hibiting overtime, not only for those |
just mentioned, but the rule, as | read
into the RECORD, includes—these are
the exact words, Mr. President:

Under the Bush plan, veterans who have re-
ceived training in the military that is equiv-
alent to a specialized 4-year degree could be
classified as exempt ‘‘professional employ-
ees’” and lose their overtime protection.

There is a whole list of training pro-
grams. Obviously, we have new tech-
nology. Our military is the best in the
world. We have new technology, new
training programs. People go into the
military and get the training. They
serve our country and risk their lives
to protect our Nation. They come back
from Iraq and get a job, but no, no, you
don’t get overtime.

Why did they put in that provision?
It is interesting. In looking over the
comments of different groups about
overtime, there is one particular com-
pany, a major defense company, which
commented on the Bush proposal say-
ing that their company observes that
many of its most skilled technical
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workers received a significant portion
of their knowledge and training outside
the university classroom, typically in a
branch of the military service.

There you go. So they add, we will
include the American military vet-
erans in banning them from receiving
overtime. People wonder why workers
are discouraged, overworked, they
can’t get decent pay, they can’t get
benefits. They have seen their jobs
outsourced. They are seeing their jobs
sent overseas. Their pension programs
are in jeopardy. Their security in the
job place is very much threatened.

We ought to be thinking about what
we can do for families. There are a se-
ries of steps we can take. Certainly in-
creasing the minimum wage, extending
unemployment  compensation, and
making sure these workers receive
overtime is just a bare minimum.

I look forward to the debate on those
issues. This is really a part of a whole
concept, and that is the condition of
workers in this country. We didn’t even
begin to get into the workers’ payment
of prescription drugs, which has been
escalating out of sight. The bill that
passed some weeks ago, and the prohi-
bition written into that bill, again be-
hind closed doors, prohibits Medicare
from bargaining for bulk-rate pur-
chasing of prescription drugs that
would give some advantage and protec-
tion for our seniors. That has affected
the quality of life for working family
members who retire and are on Social
Security and pay much higher prescrip-
tion drug prices.

I didn’t mention that impact and
what is happening to working families.
I haven’t mentioned the extraordinary
escalation of the cost of health care. |
was rolling over in my mind the answer
by the administration to the escalation
of health care costs. The one answer
that was given in the State of the
Union Address was malpractice insur-
ance is going to solve this problem.
Come on.

We are at the present time spending
close to 15 percent of our gross na-
tional product on health care, more
than $5,000 for every man, woman, and
child. Thirty cents out of every dollar
is a nonclinical dollar. Most industries
are down 17, 18 percent. If we reduce
the 30 cents to 27 cents, we save $50 bil-
lion a year. If we reduce it to 20 cents,
we save $100 billion a year. We can do
a lot with $100 billion. There are ways
of doing that. Do you think we can do
that?

We will have an opportunity to de-
bate those issues. I welcome the fact
the majority leader says health care
and health insurance will be on the
floor because we will have an oppor-
tunity to get a meaningful result. It
may not be the kind of program the
pharmaceutical industry supports, and
it may not be the program the insur-
ance industry supports, but, by God, it
will be a program the average family
and the working families of this coun-
try will support, and it will make a dif-
ference in their lives and in their fami-
lies’ lives.
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Mr. President, | yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
———
RESERVISTS AND NATIONAL
GUARD

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, in a
CNN program last night they asked the
question: ‘“‘Do you believe reservists
and members of the National Guard are
treated fairly by the Army?’”’ This was
just about the time | turned on the
CNN program. You could indicate be-
fore the end of the program what your
vote would be.

It is extraordinary. This is a CNN
quick vote. It is not guaranteed
science, but it is a reaction, certainly
by those who watch CNN: ““Do you be-
lieve reservists and members of the Na-
tional Guard are being treated fairly
by the Army?”’

Yes, 15 percent; no, 85 percent. No, 85
percent. It seems to me we have a lot
with which to be concerned. We talk
about our state of the Union. We talk
about our National Guard. We talk
about working families. The National
Guard are the working families, and
the reservists are the working families.
They are patriotic men and women.

I am so proud of those from my own
State. | have met with them fre-
quently. We have lost 18 servicemen
from Massachusetts. We value every
one in their service to our country,
their bravery, heroism, and devotion.
The Guard ought to be treated fairly
by this country and the military.

We have a lot of work to do in this
session.

| yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-
EXANDER). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PENSION FUNDING EQUITY ACT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | do want to
talk a little bit this morning about the
pension bill, which is the current bill
we are considering. | am sure all of us
can remember our first jobs when we
came home with our first paycheck,
anxious to spend it, and if our parents
happened to be around they gave some
advice and suggestions for us. First,
they probably suggested we figure out
where we were going and, secondly,
that we put something away. If it was
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before college, it was probably for col-
lege. If it was after college, it was prob-
ably a suggestion that we start think-
ing about when we retire.

The pension funding laws that we are
considering today have that same ob-
jective. We have reached a major cross-
roads in the private pension system
that affects the retirement security of
millions of American workers. The
funding requirements for defined ben-
efit plans contained in the Employer
Retirement Income Security Act—
ERISA is what it is usually referred
to—and the Internal Revenue Code are
very complex. Yet their goal is clear,
and that is to make sure a plan has suf-
ficient assets to pay the future benefits
when workers retire.

I am not sure there has been much
explanation on the difference between
defined benefits and defined contribu-
tions. The ones we are talking about
are defined benefits. There is a transi-
tion happening in this country. As fast
as companies can, they are going to de-
fine contributions. That is where they
say how much they will put away for
future retirement, as opposed to this
crisis area which is defined benefits.
Defined benefits means you are guaran-
teed something when you retire; based
on the length of time you have worked
and maybe how much money you have
made, it is a defined benefit. It is what
you are going to receive.

So there can be a lot of complexities
to calculating how to have enough
money so that at the time you retire
there is money in the bank to pay the
annuity that you deserve at that point
in time.

So we can see why there would be
kind of a rush to the defined contribu-
tion, which is where the company at
that point in time knows exactly what
they have to pay in each year and they
are willing to do that, but they are not
telling you that you are going to have
a specific amount when you do happen
to retire. There will be money there,
but it will not be a specific plan of re-
ceipt at that point in time.

All we are talking about in this par-
ticular pension bill are the defined ben-
efit plans. That was set up under law so
that when a company says you will
have these benefits, you know that the
Federal Government is providing some
oversight to make sure those benefits
will be available when the time for you
to retire happens.

So companies are forced to show they
have the resources on hand to make
these future benefit payments when
they come due. Pension law must be
finely tuned to accurately reflect the
plan’s ability so that the appropriate
funding levels can be determined.

Unfortunately, the current system is
off key. We have had some different
things happen than we have had to
worry about in this system for a long
time. The outdated 30-year Treasury
rate, which is what is used to calculate
a plan’s current liability, has distorted
the funding levels. Simply put, a lower
interest rate means employers have to
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put more cash into their plans to sat-
isfy the pension funding requirements,
and continued use of this artificially
low interest rate places the worker’s
retirement, the pension plan, and the
employer’s business at risk. If all of
the money for the retirement plans was
actually being held in 30-year Treas-
urys, then that would be an accurate
calculation, but it is not. It has not
been for quite awhile.

We have not changed the way that it
is calculated. So continued use of this
artificially low interest rate does place
the retirement plan, the worker’s re-
tirement, and the business itself at
risk, particularly if we expect them to
make up differences that occur for a
number of reasons in a very short pe-
riod of time.

Pension plans are built over a long
period of time, and it has always been
the intent that they be built over a
long period of time, so that when the
person retires the money is there, and
what we are trying to do in this bill is
to make sure all of those things hap-
pen. A business that goes out of busi-
ness no longer provides the security for
the employee, and too steep of a curve
for putting money in there keeps them
from doing the business they are de-
signed to do, which over even a short
period of time can eliminate that busi-
ness. A bankrupt business does not pro-
vide the kind of security that is needed
for the retirement system. Under the
current system, with the 30-year Treas-
ury rate, businesses will have to divert
billions of dollars from development
and job creation to satisfy the mis-
guided funding rules of the 30-year
Treasury. Again, if that is where all
the money was—it is where very little
of the money is—then that would be an
accurate way to do it.

The number of defined benefit pen-
sion plans in this country is steadily
declining. | have given you a little bit
of the reason why that is, but it is due
in large part to the complex and re-
strictive pension laws. In 1983, there
were 175,000 defined benefit pension
plans. Today there are fewer than
35,000 Many more companies may
choose to freeze or discontinue their
plans when faced with artificially in-
flated funding payments. We must act
now to prevent further deterioration of
the pension system and to protect our
economic recovery. But we must not
act in haste to pass long-term sweeping
changes that might undermine the re-
tirement security of American work-
ers.

A use of the obsolete 30-year Treas-
ury rate has combined with recent
stock market losses and economic con-
ditions to create what we are all refer-
ring to as ‘“‘the perfect storm’ for the
pension fund environment. Last year
the Pension Benefit Guarantee Cor-
poration had a record $11.2 billion def-
icit. The amendment offered today will
provide temporary relief to recover
from this perfect storm, while Congress
considers comprehensive pension fund-
ing reform—comprehensive reform, but
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not just done in a hurry so it is just an
overreaction.

The amendment provides the fol-
lowing temporary relief. 1| am very
pleased this is supported in a very bi-
partisan way. There were agreements
to limit the number of amendments, to
make sure the second-degree amend-
ments were germane to the main
amendment, so that we can get this
wrapped up in a hurry and get some
temporary relief in place.

What the bill does, it replaces the 30-
year Treasury bond rate with a con-
servative long-term corporate com-
posite rate. This is done for a period of
2 years. It also defers a portion of ac-
celerated deficit reduction contribu-
tions by airlines and steel companies
for 2 years. That is the accelerated def-
icit reduction, accelerated because of
this perfect storm. That is just for a
period of 2 years. It also defers the am-
ortization of recent investment losses
by multiemployer plans for 2 years,
which allows these collectively bar-
gained plans time to return to the bar-
gaining table.

| stress this relief is temporary. It
does not forgive a pension plan’s debt.
It contains the important safeguards to
prevent further decline in the financial
health of a plan. It gives the plans time
to recover their footing—and this may
be just as important—and gives Con-
gress time to carefully consider the
best way to improve the troubled pen-
sion funding system.

It is often the case here that if some-
thing is worth reacting to, it is worth
overreacting to. We have to be careful
not to overreact to the pension sys-
tem’s current funding troubles. Replac-
ing the 30-year Treasury rate along
with improving economic and market
conditions should improve the tem-
porary funding deficiencies created by
this perfect storm. But we have to look
beneath the clouds of recent unique
circumstances to see the true health of
the pension funding system and iden-
tify where reform is needed. We must
learn from the lessons of the perfect
storm to reduce the volatility, to bring
pension accounting closer to reality, to
increase the transparency and disclo-
sure of pension information to partici-
pants. They deserve to, and have to,
know where their fund is at all times.

With this legislation, we give our-
selves time to ensure that we make the
right decisions to strengthen the pen-
sion system and improve retirement se-
curity. These decisions will be very dif-
ficult but we have to make them. Any-
thing less is unacceptable. We cannot
pass the burden of a broken pension
system on to future generations.

Of course, while we are doing that we
need to make sure we are also taking a
look at Social Security, because Social
Security is a defined benefit plan and
it is underfunded. We have a chance to
fix that. The earlier we work on it, the
better it can be fixed with the least
pain. Of course, part of that process
has to be to ensure that those who are
entering the job market continue to
pay into Social Security.
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In another 25 or 30 years there will
not be anybody here who is here now.
It will be the generation coming into
the job market right now, the ones who
are going to discover that 15 percent of
their paycheck is going into a defined
benefit plan, Social Security, and that
the money isn’t going to be there when
they get out, when they are ready to
take advantage of it because what goes
in today gets paid out today, essen-
tially. They could end that defined ben-
efit system because they will say we
don’t owe anything to those people,
just ourselves.

I am hoping that is not the attitude
in this country. But it is something we
have to worry about as well. But the
more immediate need, the one that is
having difficulties right now with the
funding process, and unlike the Social
Security system, is funded—it is fund-
ed and we are having a crisis with it—
that is the one we want to take care of.
But we need the time to do it right and
this bill will give us time to do it right.

| ask people to pay careful attention
to the amendments, work in a very bi-
partisan way to get this 2-year solu-
tion, so we can come up with the over-
all solution.

| yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

Mr. DEWINE. | thank the Chair.

————
TRAFFIC SAFETY

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, the No. 1
Killer of those between the age of 4 and
34 in this country today is auto fatali-
ties. If you look at those between the
age of, say, 16 and 25, the figures are
even more exaggerated. We all know
that in this country over 42,000 Ameri-
cans lose their lives every year. That
figure stays fairly constant. The last
year we have figures for is 2002, and
42,815 of our fellow citizens lost their
lives.

In fact, in the next 12 minutes, to be
precise, at least one person will be
killed in an automobile accident in
this country, while nearly six people
will be injured in just the next 60 sec-
onds.

This is a tragedy that we as a society
are much too willing to tolerate. If a
foreign enemy were doing this to us, we
would not tolerate it. We would be up
in arms. Someone said it is the equiva-
lent of a 747 going down every 2 days in
this country. If that were happening, of
course, it would be on CNN; we would
be demanding an explanation. Yet
these auto fatalities that occur, hour
by hour, day by day, just go on and for
some reason we have become immune
to it, hardened to it. They just con-
tinue.

I come to the floor this morning to
discuss five bills, five bills that my
staff and | have been working on for
about the last year, five bills that |
will be introducing but that | hope will
be incorporated in the highway safety
bill we will be considering in the next
several weeks. These bills are common-
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sense, practical ways to save lives.
Each bill is built on solid evidence of
what will, in fact, make a difference.

They don’t cost a lot. It is a com-
monsense, good way to make a dif-
ference. | guarantee you one thing. If
we pass them, they will save a lot of
lives.

The first bill we call ‘‘Stars on Cars.”
It is kind of a cute name. It is kind of
basic stuff.

When you go buy a new car, we all
know what the sticker looks like. But
what we may not know is most of the
sticker is mandated by the Federal
Government. The mileage per gallon
has been on there for a number of
years. The Federal Government says
that your city mileage has to be on
there and what you are going to get on
the highway when you take it out on
the highway. It has to tell you whether
it has air-conditioning. It has to tell
you whether it has a stereo. It has to
tell you a whole bunch of other stuff.

One piece of information is not on
there—highway safety.

The funny thing is you have already
paid to have the Federal Government
spend millions of dollars to test that
very car. The Federal Government
knows information about that car. In
fact, the Federal Government has put
that information up on the Internet.
When you go in to buy that car, that
information is not available to you. It
is not available to the American con-
sumer in the one place where it would
make a difference—where you buy the
car.

This is a mockup. We simply show
how it would work under our bill. It
wouldn’t cost the taxpayers a dime.
The car companies are already printing
the stickers. Where are they doing the
tests? All we do is put the information
here. Under this mockup, this is a
Silverado pickup. We would add what is
below my hand: ‘“Government Safety
Information.”” For this particular pick-
up, on frontal impact crash data, this
is what it would show. This is true in-
formation.

For the driver side, here is what the
Government says. Out of five stars,
this particular vehicle got three out of
five. For the passenger side, it got four
stars out of five.

Over here on the side impact crash
test, it was not tested. Over here on the
rear seat, it was not tested either.

On the rollover resistance test that
particular vehicle was not tested. If it
was tested, it would be there. If it was
not tested, it wouldn’t be there.

In the year 2000, that particular vehi-
cle was not tested. But most of the
common cars you and | and the average
American would buy have, in fact, been
tested. All of that data on the frontal
impact crash test, the side impact
crash test, and the rollover resistance
test would be there. We would have it
based on the star. It is really easy to
understand. That data would be there.
It is already on the Internet. Now it
would be available if you go look and
compare. What impact would this
have?
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I happen to believe the consumer is
better off with more information than
less information on whatever we are
talking about. The consumer ought to
know what the Government does. The
consumer ought to know that type of
information. | think the consumer
would make better choices. Most con-
sumers care about safety. They will
make better choices, and in all likeli-
hood, they are going to choose more
safe vehicles and more lives will, in
fact, be saved. It just makes good com-
mon sense to do this.

The second bill we call “*Safe Kids,
Safe Cars.” Cars kill kids at unbeliev-
able rates. This is the top 10 leading
cause of death in the United States for
the year 2001 by age group, ranked 1
through 10 for the leading cause of
death.

In the orange is traffic crashes as a
cause of death. Starting over here, you
see ages 1 through 3, 4 through 7, and 8
through 15. When you start over here
and pick up at age 4 through 7, and
moving on clear over here to age 34,
the leading cause of death is traffic
crashes, traffic crashes, traffic crashes,
traffic crashes—all of these age groups
all the way from 4 through 34.

That is what is killing the young
people—more than cancer, more than
homicide, more than fire, more than
drowning, more than anything else. So
we have a problem. Anything we can do
to make a car safer for our Kkids, we
should be doing it.

We know a lot of kids and a lot of
adults are killed when cars roll over.
The Government is doing tests to see
how likely a vehicle is to roll over. But
it might come as a surprise to my col-
leagues and to the public to know that
the Government is not doing any test-
ing today to determine what happens
inside the vehicle once the car begins
to roll over. We test to see if it is going
to roll over. What we don’t test to see
is what happens when it starts to roll
over and when it does roll over. Our
bill provides for the use of child-size
dummies and the use of adult dummies
to see what impact that rollover has on
them.

What are you going to do if you get
that information? It is going to tell us,
I assume, how well those airbags in
that particular vehicle deploy, how
well they protect the adult, and how
well they protect the child. It may be
different. How well is the structure of
that vehicle put together for a roll-
over? Does it crush on the side of the
child or the adult? How well was the
structure built? We don’t know. We
don’t know it because we are not test-
ing for it today. Our bill provides that
we do that.

Child-size dummies—NHTSA needs to
look at its testing and ask where we
need to use them. My bill says they
need to incorporate these child dum-
mies. We are doing so to improve safe-
ty for children.

Another area where Kkids are dying in
cars is power windows.

NHTSA started a rulemaking to re-
quire child-safe window switches in
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1996. That is when this Federal agency
started making the rulemaking proce-
dure. That rulemaking procedure is not
done yet. They have not finalized the
rule.

My bill tells NHTSA to finish the
rulemaking process, and it requires car
makers to install switches to protect
kids from getting caught in power win-
dows by making switches harder to
switch inadvertently. Some car makers
are already doing this. This can be
done very cheaply. Companies are
doing this already. Every company
needs to do it. This is not an expensive
proposition. There are good switches
and there are bad switches. Every com-
pany needs to have the good switches.

Twenty-five children have died that
we know of in the last 10 years because
they have been choked to death in cars.
At least 25 we know about. At least 500
people go to emergency rooms each
year as a result of power window acci-
dents. NHTSA tells us the power
switches cost virtually nothing, very
little.

A third bill has to do with another
problem; that is, dangerous road inter-
sections. Every State has them. Most
States, fortunately, rank these roads.
They keep a list of the bad ones. But,
amazingly, there are many States that
keep this information secret and don’t
tell the public.

Again, consumers have a right to
know this information. What would
you do with the information? As a par-
ent, | might tell my 16-year-old not to
go that way to the movie. At least |
have the right to have that informa-
tion and saying go another way. It
might take another 10 minutes, but go
that way. Don’t go by that intersec-
tion. Don’t go on that curvy road.
States already have that information.
The State should provide that informa-
tion. They already know it, they
should provide it. Policymakers need
to know that to make decisions about
how to spend money in that State,
what roads to fix.

Further, States need to spend their
safety money. They need to spend their
safety money on safety. Our bill says
they should do that and it requires
them to do it. Current law allows
States to shortchange safety programs
or to do other things—highway con-
struction. | understand that, but that
should not occur. Safety programs pay
for new left turn lanes, lane markings,
other improvements, lifesaving im-
provements, straightening roads,
straightening highways, doing some
relatively small things that will, in
fact, save lives.

The percentage of money earmarked,
set aside for safety as it comes through
the highway construction bill should
be spent for those safety items. We are
not talking about soft safety programs;
we are talking about hard construction
dollars. They are still construction dol-
lars. They will still be used for con-
struction. They will still be used to
make things happen. They should be
used for safety.
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The fourth bill I am introducing has
to do with driver education. This is a
neglected area. Again, look at our
chart. These are the kids who are
dying, the new drivers. It is natural;
they are the inexperienced drivers. We
need to try to attack this in many dif-
ferent ways. One way we can do it is
through driver education. It is a prob-
lem. | have looked at it in my home
State. | have looked at it in other
States. Driver education, at best, is
mediocre in this country. The Federal
Government cannot run it. It is a State
responsibility. But the Federal Govern-
ment can play a small role. My bill fol-
lows the Natural Transportation Safe-
ty Board’s lead and recommendation
and establishes the National Office of
Driver Training within the Department
of Transportation, NHTSA. This office
would work to establish and maintain
a set of best practices—not mandates,
not national standards but just best
practices—for driver education and li-
censing and also would provide assist-
ance to States that implement these
best practices.

My bill authorizes a modest amount
of money, $20 to $30 million annually to
assist States with making their driver
education and licensing programs bet-
ter.

Our bill also deals with a graduated
driver’s license and raises the bar for a
Federal program to give money to
States for having graduated driver’s li-
censes and laws. One of the good things
we have seen in the last few years is
the graduated driver’s licensing laws
that come into place in the States.
Each State has done it differently.
That is the improvement. What we and
most experts have seen is there are
some laws that are working and some
laws that are not working. Again, the
Federal Government cannot tell the
States what to do in this area, but
maybe the Federal Government can re-
ward those States that are at the high-
er point, the higher bar, maybe give
some encouragement in that area.

Our fifth bill has to do with tires.
Tires do not get better with age. The
fact is, there are tires being sold in the
market today that were manufactured
a while ago. Tires are not like wine.
They do not get better with age. We do
not know for sure what the implica-
tions are of the aging of a tire, a tire
that was sitting on the shelf. We do
know that the tire that gets old does
not get better.

My bill calls for the National Acad-
emy of Sciences to conduct a scientific
study into tire aging to establish ex-
actly when and under what conditions
tire age becomes a major safety prob-
lem. We know at some point it becomes
a safety problem. We just do not know
when and under what conditions. Cur-
rently, the date code on tire sidewalls
is extremely difficult to read or deci-
pher. There is a date there but you and
I could not figure it out. The average
consumer could not figure it out.

What we provide is that the Depart-
ment will figure out how to do this. We
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will not tell them how to do it. But we
want the consumer to know when he or
she buys a tire—at the point of sale—
when that tire was manufactured.
That, coupled with the information
from the scientific study, will give con-
sumers some information. Again, we
will move forward in giving the con-
sumer information about the age of the
tire, knowing when it was manufac-
tured, plus, once the study is done the
consumer will know the relevance of
that information.

We have talked with the tire indus-
try and worked with them. They want
to know, frankly, what all the implica-
tions are for aging tires. They have
worked hard to make their tires as safe
as possible. They have done a lot in
this area and improved the safety of
their tires and have been cooperative
in this, as well.

These five bills will go a long way.
They are common sense. They will
make a difference. These bills continue
my work in this area. This is some-
thing | have been interested in for
many years, going back to my time in
the Ohio Legislature 20 years ago when
I introduced the drunk driving bill, and
we were able to pass a tough drunk
driving bill I wrote in the Ohio Legisla-
ture. | worked for .08. It was very con-
troversial in the Senate, but we were
able to pass .08. Senator LAUTENBURG
and | worked on that.

I support Senator WARNER’s bill and
was a cosponsor of a bill he introduced
last year that was pending in Congress
with regard to including a primary
seatbelt law. | support that. These bills
represent a continuation of the great
concern | have about highway safety.
This issue is not a partisan issue; this
is a bipartisan issue.

Anytime you lose 42,815 Americans
every year, highway safety is some-
thing we all have to be concerned
about.

I know the bill is not on the floor
yet, but | have seen it. I have seen a
draft of the safety bill that will be
here, the highway bill. As currently
written, the bill goes farther than any
highway bill that has been before the
Senate in regard to highway safety. All
those who worked on the bill have put
an emphasis on highway safety, and
the bill as currently written makes a
great effort to deal with highway safe-
ty. | congratulate the authors.

Our amendments which we will have
when the bill comes to the floor will

improve on a good bill. I make that
point very clear. My amendments are
not in any way critical of that bill. In

fact, | hope they will be complimentary
and simply add to a good product that
is already a good product and will help
to improve it.

I will have more to say about this as
we proceed on the highway construc-
tion bill and it comes to the floor in
the next few weeks.
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SELLING CRIME: HIGH CRIME GUN
STORES FUEL CRIMINALS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, last week,
Americans for Gun Safety, AGS, pub-
lished a report entitled ‘““Selling Crime:
High Crime Gun Stores Fuel Crimi-
nals.”” This report identifies gun stores
around the country that sell the most
guns used in crimes.

Federal law requires gun stores to be
licensed to sell firearms by the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex-
plosives, ATF. However, according to
Americans for Gun Safety, until re-
cently, the ATF had never released in-
formation on the number of crime guns
traced back to gun stores. AGS ac-
quired all of its data via Freedom of In-
formation Act requests. The data re-
veals some troubling facts. According
to the report, 96 of the 120 dealers
named in the report remain open, and
only 24 have been inspected by federal
agents during the past 3%z years. When
inspected, 18 of these 24 dealers were
cited for at least one violation of fed-
eral gun laws and seven high crime
dealers were cited more than five
times.

The AGS study focuses attention on
negligent and irresponsible gun deal-
ers. However, language included in the
Fiscal Year 2004 Omnibus Appropria-
tions bill will make it impossible for
this data on such dealers to be made
available to the public in the future.
Language included in the omnibus spe-
cifically prohibits the release of infor-
mation related to tracing requests on
guns used in crimes.

And that is not the only problem.
Even more importantly, language in
the bill mandates that the Justice De-
partment destroy background check
records for the purchase of guns within
24 hours of the gun purchase. Under
current regulations, the ATF can re-
tain the records from gun purchases for
up to 90 days. This 90-day period gives
law enforcement the opportunity to re-
view and audit gun purchase records
for illegal activity and problems with
the background check system. The pro-
vision requiring the destruction of
records within 24 hours was inserted
into the bill without a debate or dis-
cussion of its potential impact. It is in-
comprehensible that, at a time when
we are in a heightened state of alert to
guard against terrorism, we are not
providing law enforcement with more
than 24 hours to examine information
on weapons purchases.

The gun provisions in the omnibus
were never the subject of Senate hear-
ings and are not supported by major
law enforcement organizations. They
undermine the efforts of the ATF to
meet its responsibilities, weaken the
public’s right to know, and make it
more difficult for other law enforce-
ment agencies to do their job.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

® Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. On May 1,2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and | introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.

Leonard “Lynn’’ Vines, a cross-dress-
er and native of East Baltimore, was
attacked in front of his cousin’s home
and shot six times by a group of people
asserting ‘“‘we don’t allow no drag
queen faggots in this neighborhood.”
Fortunately, Vines survived the at-
tack.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. | believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.®

———
DIABETES

® Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, as we
commence the second session of the
108th Congress, | want to take this op-
portunity to bring attention to a seri-
ous health problem that our Nation
faces everyday. This health care di-
lemma encompasses all ages, genders,
and races in our Nation. | am referring
to diabetes, which impacts 18.2 million
people in the United States, or 6.3 per-
cent of the population. As we embark
on this session, we need to reconfirm
our commitment to addressing a key
objective of many in Congress to fight
this chronic health problem which
threatens the lives of millions.

The American Diabetes Association,
as well as the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention or CDC, has stated
that of the 18.2 million Americans liv-
ing with this disease, only an esti-
mated 13 million have been diagnosed,
therefore leaving 5.2 million people, or
nearly one-third, completely unaware
that they have the disease. There are
three major types of diabetes; Type 1,
Type 2, and gestational diabetes. Type
1 diabetes results in the body’s failure
to produce insulin. The ADA believes
that 5-10 percent of Americans who are
diagnosed with diabetes have Type 1.
Type 2 diabetes results from insulin re-
sistance, combined with relative insu-
lin deficiency. Approximately 90-95
percent, 17 million, of Americans who
are diagnosed with diabetes have this
type of diabetes. Gestational diabetes
affects about 4 percent of all pregnant
women—about 135,000 cases in the
United States each year. About 110,814
Native Americans and Alaska Natives,
or 14.9 percent of the population, re-
ceiving care from Indian Health Serv-
ices, IHS, have diabetes.
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Diabetes is associated with many
other serious chronic health condi-
tions. About 65 percent of deaths
among people with this illness are due
to heart disease and stroke. Heart dis-
ease is the leading cause of diabetes-re-
lated deaths, while the risk for stroke
is 2 to 4 times higher among people
with this illness. About 73 percent of
adults with diabetes have high blood
pressure or use prescription medica-
tions for hypertension. Diabetes is the
leading cause of new cases of blindness
among adults aged 20-74 years, with di-
abetic retinopathy causing 12,000 to
24,000 new cases of blindness each year.
Diabetes is the leading cause of end-
stage renal disease, accounting for 44
percent of new cases. Sixty to 70 per-
cent of people with diabetes have mild
to severe forms of nervous system dam-
age. The results of such damage in-
clude impaired sensation or pain in the
feet or hands, slowed digestion of food
in the stomach, carpal tunnel syn-
drome, and other nerve problems. In
addition, this contributes to more than
60 percent of lower-limb amputations
each year. Gum disease is more com-
mon among people with diabetes, thus
placing young diabetics at twice the
risk of those without this condition.
Poorly controlled diabetes before con-
ception and during the first trimester
of pregnancy can cause major birth de-
fects in 5 percent to 10 percent of preg-
nancies. Poorly controlled diabetes
during the second and third trimesters
of pregnancy can result in excessively
large babies, posing a risk to the moth-
er and the child. Uncontrolled diabetes
often leads to biochemical imbalances
that can cause acute life-threatening
events, such as diabetic ketoacidosis
and hyperosmolar coma. People with
diabetes are more susceptible to many
other illnesses, and once they acquire
these illnesses, often have worse prog-
noses, such as being more likely to die
with pneumonia or influenza than peo-
ple who do not have diabetes.

In 2002, 47,555 or 6.3 percent of South
Dakotans, were diagnosed with diabe-
tes. And when applying the national es-
timate that nearly one-third of all dia-
betes cases go undiagnosed, this would
add an additional estimated 15,693
cases. This means that the most recent
number of South Dakotans with diabe-
tes could be an estimated 71,000 people.
Also, important to South Dakota are
estimates by the American Diabetes
Association that Native Americans
have a higher rate of diabetes, which
makes this group 2.2 times more likely
to have diagnosed diabetes as non-His-
panic whites of similar age.

A report showed that the indirect
costs associated with diabetes were $40
billion in the United States in 2002,
while direct medical costs were ap-
proximately $92 billion, therefore
bringing the overall costs in our coun-
try to $132 billion. It is estimated that
each year there are 1.3 million new
cases of diabetes diagnosed in people
aged 20 and older. Increased emphasis
on prevention will help reduce the inci-
dence of new cases and be a step in the
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right direction to reduce the social,
economic and human costs associated
with diabetes.

Congress has the ability to enhance
Federal programs and increase funding
to combat this debilitating illness. |
was pleased to see the bipartisan dedi-
cation to doubling the funding of the
National Institutes of Health, NIH,
over a 5-year period, which was com-
pleted in 2003. This initiative alone has
helped to expand current research,
which therefore improves the path to-
ward finding treatment and cures of all
diseases, including that of diabetes. As
a member of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, | was pleased to work with
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to request $1.6 billion for the National
Institute of Diabetes and Kidney Dis-
eases for fiscal year 2004. In addition to
NIH, we must continue to fight to se-
cure increased funding for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
CDC. The CDC provides invaluable re-
search on chronic diseases such as dia-
betes, and helps fund important state
program such as the South Dakota Di-
abetes Prevention and Control Pro-
gram, DPCP.

I encourage both Congress and the
President to continue to build on exist-
ing efforts to address diabetes through
increased funding for NIH, for the In-
stitute of Diabetes and Kidney Dis-
eases, and for the CDC in the upcoming
year. | believe that we can achieve this
goal in bipartisan fashion and provide
greater assistance to the many Ameri-
cans in all parts of our Nation that live
with this chronic illness.®

——
OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, | op-
posed the omnibus appropriations bill
that the Senate voted on yesterday. It
is the latest example of the annual
breakdown in the congressional appro-
priations process. Once again, instead
of considering appropriations bills indi-
vidually, the Senate voted on a mas-
sive spending bill that includes many—
in this case, seven—of the annual ap-
propriations bills.

This process just invites the kind of
problems—unauthorized spending, spe-
cial interest provisions and legislative
riders that go against the will of a ma-
jority in Congress—that we see in this
omnibus bill. Take, for example, the
Bush administration’s proposed sweep-
ing changes to regulations governing
overtime pay for white-collar workers.
These proposed changes would weaken
overtime protections for these workers
by changing the way that eligibility
for overtime is determined. Both the
House and the Senate are on record in
favor of a provision that would block
these changes from going into effect.
Nonetheless, that provision was
dropped in conference after the admin-
istration exerted tremendous pressure
on those negotiating the final bill.

Similarly, language that would have
prevented the Federal Communications
Commission from moving forward with
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its plan to loosen the national cap on
television ownership was badly weak-
ened. And, of course, there are numer-

ous bad provisions in the bill, including
one that would create a voucher pro-
gram in Washington, DC, public

schools and another that would prevent
country of origin labeling on many ag-
ricultural products.

I wish | could have supported this bill
as there are a few worthy things in it,
such as funding for global AIDS pro-
grams and for the rural AED Act, a
program | created with Senator SUSAN
COLLINS to increase access to
defibrillators in rural areas. | am
pleased that the bill contains language
I fought for that would required Fed-
eral agencies to report on their pur-
chases of foreign-made goods. As manu-
facturing jobs continue to disappear
across the country, particularly in my
home State of Wisconsin, the Federal
Government should be doing every-
thing it can to support American man-
ufacturers. 1 am also pleased that the
bill includes a provision | fought for to
prohibit the Department of Veterans
Affairs from enforcing its policy of pro-
hibiting VA employees from taking
proactive steps to let veterans know
about the health care benefits for
which they may be eligible.

Those provisions do not outweigh the
many bad ones in this bill, however.
Mr. President, this is simply no way to
fund the Federal Government. | regret
that this “must-pass’’ bill is being used
as a platform for bad funding decisions
and for bad policy decisions, many of
which override the will of a bipartisan
majority of Congress. We need to go
back to taking up and passing appro-
priations bills one by one, rather than
throwing everything but the Kkitchen
sink into a single, bloated piece of leg-
islation.e

——
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

——
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As In executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr. DAY-
TON, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. CONRAD, and
Mr. ENZI):

S. Res. 289. A resolution expressing the

sense of the Senate with respect to free trade
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negotiations that could adversely impact the
sugar industry of the United States; to the
Committee on Finance.
By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. Res. 290. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony, document production and legal rep-
resentation in State of Idaho v. Joseph Dan-
iel Hooper; considered and agreed to.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 736
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 736, a bill to amend the
Animal Welfare Act to strengthen en-
forcement of provisions relating to ani-
mal fighting, and for other purposes.
S. 1394
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1394, a bill to establish a dem-
onstration project under the medicaid
program to encourage the provision of
community-based services to individ-
uals with disabilities.
S. 1693
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1693, a bill to amend section 35 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
individuals receiving unemployment
compensation to be eligible for a re-
fundable, advanceable credit for health
insurance costs.
S. 2008
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2008, a bill to amend the Animal Health
Protection Act to direct the Secretary
of Agriculture to establish an elec-
tronic nationwide livestock identifica-
tion system, and for other purposes.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 289—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE WITH RESPECT TO FREE
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS THAT
COULD ADVERSELY IMPACT THE
SUGAR INDUSTRY OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr. DAY-
TON, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. CONRAD, and
Mr. ENzI) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

S. REs. 289

Whereas the President has concluded nego-
tiations with El Salvador, Guatemala, Hon-
duras, and Nicaragua to form a Central
American Free Trade Agreement (referred to
in this resolution as “CAFTA”), and is seek-
ing to incorporate Costa Rica and the Do-
minican Republic into that agreement;

Whereas CAFTA seeks to provide those
countries with increased access to the
United States sugar market;

Whereas, simultaneously, the Administra-
tion has embarked on a multitude of free
trade agreements with major sugar pro-
ducing nations such as Australia, members
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of the South Africa Customs Union, Thai-
land, nations of the Western Hemisphere,
and others, and has made it clear that access
to the United States sugar market is on the
negotiating table;

Whereas, the United States sugar market
is already oversupplied, with declining con-
sumption forcing domestic sugar producers
to store extremely high quantities of sugar;

Whereas significant increases in sugar im-
ports under CAFTA and other trade agree-
ments currently under negotiation could
render inoperable basic elements of the
United States sugar program enacted under
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-171);

Whereas effects on the United States sugar
program would wreak havoc in the United
States sugar industry, and result in the loss
of thousands of jobs and farms involved in
sugar production in 19 States across the
country; and

Whereas any constructive effort to address
distortion in the world sugar market should
be handled multilaterally through the World
Trade Organization, in a manner that ad-
dresses comprehensively and simultaneously
the sugar subsidy programs of all major
world producers, and should not be handled
through bilateral or regional agreements:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the President should renegotiate provi-
sions of CAFTA relating to access to the
United States sugar market, so as to grant
no greater access to the United States sugar
market than is currently enjoyed by the sig-
natories to the agreement; and

(2) the President should not include sugar
as an element of negotiations in any bilat-
eral or regional free trade agreement.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I am
going to, at the conclusion of my re-
marks, offer a resolution on behalf of
myself, Senators DAYTON, COLEMAN,
and CoNRAD. This resolution deals with
the issue of trade negotiations that
have been conducted with the Central
American Free Trade Agreement coun-
tries. It also relates to my concern
about the trade negotiations that are
underway today, this morning, in
Washington, DC, with Australia to try
to create a free trade agreement with
Australia.

I will explain the resolution. After
the whereases, it says:

It is resolved that the sense of the Senate
is that the President should renegotiate pro-
visions of the Central American Free Trade
Agreement relating to access to the United
States sugar markets so as to grant no
greater access to the U.S. sugar market than
is currently enjoyed by the signatories to
this CAFTA agreement; 2, the President
should not include sugar as an element of ne-
gotiations in any bilateral or regional free
trade agreement.

I want to explain why we feel this
way. | will also observe that this is bi-
partisan in its offering. It is very im-
portant to our region of the country.
First, let me explain sugar. Sugar
comes from sugar beets and sugarcane
produced by our growers. With sugar
beets, it is in the Red River Valley be-
tween North Dakota and Minnesota.
We have the opportunity to plant beets
and process the resulting crop into
sugar, and in this country we have a
robust sugar industry with many grow-
ers living out on the land and pro-
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ducing a crop and contributing to our
economy.

Most of the sugar internationally
around the world is traded between
countries on a contract basis—country-
to-country contracts. That is the way
most sugar is traded. But there is sur-
plus sugar outside of those contracts
that represents dumped sugar; it is sur-
plus dumped sugar, priced at a nickel a
pound, or 5, 6, 7 cents a pound, and then
thrown all over the world wherever it
may rest, and it devastates local mar-
kets.

Let me describe with this chart what
we have in this country. Our U.S. con-
sumption of sugar is about 7.8 million
metric tons, and we import a little
over a million metric tons. We are now
engaged in trade agreements with
countries that produce a massive quan-
tity of sugar, much of it for export.
This is the potential exports from
countries with whom we are engaged
now in negotiations for free trade
agreements. You can see the CAFTA
countries—Central  American Free
Trade Agreement countries—which are
Honduras, Guatemala, Costa Rica
which has not yet signed on, El Sal-
vador, and so on. This is Australia,
Thailand, the Free Trade Agreement of
the Americas, which includes Brazil.
You can see this is a giant amount of
sugar.

The proposition is this. Our trade ne-
gotiator has put sugar on the table in
grade negotiations on these bilateral
agreements. The result of it is death by
a thousand cuts to our domestic sugar
producers. If we end where | think we
will end with the Central American
Free Trade Agreement, the Free Trade
Agreement of the Americas, and oth-
ers, we will end up as a country with-
out a domestic sugar industry.

The sugar beet growers who live on
the land and produce sugar beets will
not be there in the future because they
cannot compete and should not be ex-
pected to compete against dumped
sugar. Yet that is where we are head-
ing.

This ought not be a part of the trade
agreements the trade ambassador is
now negotiating. The larger question
with respect to sugar trade ought to be
dealt with in the World Trade Organi-
zation, not individual trade agree-
ments, with the Central American Free
Trade Agreement—the free trade agree-
ment with the Americas. That is the
position we take, Senator CONRAD, Sen-
ator DAYTON, Senator COLEMAN, my-
self, and others here in the Senate.

Let me tell you what has happened.
In the Central American Free Trade
Agreement, the U.S. Ambassador put
sugar on the table and negotiated an
agreement that was going to allow in-
cremental sugar to come into our coun-
try. Will that quantity of sugar by
itself destroy our industry? No, it will
not. But the precedent will. That is be-
cause that precedent means sugar will
be in the Australia agreement and the
FTAA agreement and the quantity of
sugar that is going to come into this
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country at dumped prices will inevi-
tably destroy our sugar industry. That
is why we must stop it.

Let me tell you what happened yes-
terday. Yesterday, in Inside U.S.
Trade—that is the publication—and
also in North Dakota newspapers was a
story: “U.S. Withholds Sugar Offer in
Australia Trade FTA Negotiations.”’

U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick
has said the U.S. position is not to provide
Australia with any increased market access
for sugar, said a U.S. trade official.

Good for them. That is exactly the
right position and one | support, one |
aspire to achieve, to stop having sugar
as part of these negotiations.

Let me read to you today’s news.

A U.S. trade official is being quoted as say-
ing Bush administration trade negotiators
have asked Australian negotiators to settle
for a free trade agreement which does not
open the U.S. market to any more Aus-
tralian sugar.

But the official denied U.S. trade rep-
resentative Robert Zoellick had told a North
Dakota radio station that sugar had been
taken off the table.

So they are saying a representative
of the trade ambassador is quoted as
saying sugar will not be in the Aus-
tralia agreement—yesterday. But
today, the official, a trade official from
this administration, denied that Am-
bassador Zoellick had told a North Da-
kota radio station sugar had been
taken off the table.

Mixed messages, | would say. But at
least today’s news from the USTR is
sugar is a part of this. It will be a part
of it.

That is the concern we have with the
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment. When you put it in that agree-
ment, they will want to put it in Aus-
tralia’s and Brazil’s agreement, and
there you go, one step at a time toward
disaster for our growers, our farmers
out there who are trying to make a liv-
ing. They can make a living by com-
peting. | don’t mind asking them to
compete and they don’t mind com-
peting. But they can’t compete against
dumped sugar that represents a world
price of a nickel or 6 cents a pound,
that has no relationship to the cost of
production. All that has is a relation-
ship to dumped price. It will destroy
our industry.

We are offering a resolution today—
my two colleagues from the State of
Minnesota, my colleague from North
Dakota—a resolution that says to the
President: Renegotiate the provision of
the Central American Free Trade
Agreement relating to access to the
sugar market, No. 1. No. 2, do not in-
clude sugar as an element of negotia-
tions in any bilateral or regional free
trade agreement.

I hope the Senate will pass this
sense-of-the-Senate resolution. | hope
we can get a vote on it. | hope the Sen-
ate will express itself to the trade am-
bassador and the President: Don’t do
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this. It is unfair to our growers, unfair
to our farmers, unfair to an industry
that produces substantial numbers of
jobs and economic opportunity.

The sugar beet industry in the Red
River Valley of North Dakota has $1 to
$2 billion of impact in our economy,
and once again | say they can compete
and they will compete when asked to
compete anywhere around the world,
but they cannot compete against un-
fair trade, and dumped sugar is unfair
trade, yet that is exactly what we are
connecting to in these trade agree-
ments and that is why we want to stop
it right now before it goes further.

Australian representatives are in
Washington, DC, now. The ambassador
for the United States who negotiates
trade agreements says he wants to fin-
ish this agreement by the end of Janu-
ary. If they finish this agreement with
Australia, my hope is the Senate will
have expressed itself by that time in a
way that says: Do not do this with re-
spect to sugar. Do not take steps that
potentially destroy the sugar industry
in this country, that potentially de-
stroy the opportunity of beet growers
in the Red River Valley to make a liv-
ing. That is not a step forward; that is
a step backward for this country.

I hope the trade ambassador hears
this. | don’t understand for the life of
me why we got a message yesterday
saying, | am going to do the right
thing, | won’t have sugar in the nego-
tiations with Australia, and then
today—and this is on ABC, inciden-
tally, Online, you can go to the Inter-
net and see it—today the United States
trade official denied that the trade am-
bassador said that. | don’t understand
this at all.

My hope is the Senate will do what it
has done before on this issue of sugar.
The Senate has taken a position on
this before. The sugar program of ours
works. It provides good prices, advan-
tageous prices for the American con-
sumer, it provides assured quality of
supply, and it provides an opportunity,
with fair trade, for our growers to
make a living in this country in the
sugar industry, an industry that is im-
portant to our country.

I am going to have this resolution in-
troduced at the conclusion of my re-
marks. My hope is my colleagues in
Congress will support it. I know there
are many who are strong supporters of
the position that it is fine to negotiate
trade agreements but it is not fine to
undercut our country’s interests with
trade agreements.

It is almost impossible for me to
begin talking about trade without de-
scribing the circumstances in which we
find ourselves. We have the largest
trade deficit in human history right
now, the largest deficit ever after our
trade negotiations and agreements
have been put in place—the largest
deficits ever. We have an agreement
with Canada and take a modest trade
deficit and turn it into a big one. We
have an agreement with Mexico and
take a trade surplus and turn it into a
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big deficit. The trade deficit with
Japan just keeps growing. The deficit
with China is out of sight, well over
$100 billion and will probably reach $130
billion this year; almost a third of a
billion dollars a day in trade deficit
with just China alone. With Europe? |
can’t even begin to describe the prob-
lems we have with Europe in beef and
other areas. The fact is, we need to fix
this.

Will Rogers said many years ago, the
United States of America has never
lost a war and never won a conference.
He must surely have been thinking of
our trade negotiators. It takes them no
more than a week or two to come back
with a trade agreement that undercuts
especially the interests of American
agriculture, but if you look at the
trade deficit, | would say undercuts
this country’s economic interests. It is
not in this country’s economic inter-
ests to continue to see this trade def-
icit grow and grow and grow.

That trade deficit, incidentally, is
connected to the process by which jobs
stream out of this country, by compa-
nies that decide they want to produce
elsewhere and ship into this country,
by companies that decide they want to
move jobs offshore. ““We want to create
a new mailbox someplace in the Ber-
mudas or Bahamas or some other tax
haven country in order not to have to
pay taxes to the U.S., and at the same
time close our factories and ship jobs
overseas.”

That is what this measure is, that is
the consequence of this, and that is
why this has to change, in my judg-
ment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming
would like to be added as an original
cosponsor of the resolution.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, | thank
the Senator from Wyoming. He has
been an assertive and strong voice on a
number of these trade issues, including
specifically the sugar issue. | am proud
to have him as a cosponsor on this res-
olution.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 290—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY, DOCU-

MENT PRODUCTION AND LEGAL
REPRESENTATION IN STATE OF
IDAHO V. JOSEPH DANIEL HOO-
PER

Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 290

Whereas, in the case of State of Idaho v.
Joseph Daniel Hooper, C. No. CRM-03-019550,
pending in the District Court of the first Ju-
dicial District of the Senate of Idaho, in and
for the County of Kootenai, testimony has
been requested from Michelle A. Panos, an
employee in the Coeur d’Alene office of Sen-
ator Larry E. Craig;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. 8§§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
employees of the Senate with respect to any
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subpoena, order, or request for testimony re-
lating to their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate; and

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Michelle A. Panos, or any
other current or former employee of Senator
Craig’s, is authorized to testify and produce
documents in the case of State of Idaho v.
Joseph Daniel Hooper, except concerning
matters for which a privilege should be as-
serted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Michelle A. Panos and any
other current or former employee of Senator
Craig’s in connection with the testimony and
document production authorized in section
one of this resolution.

——
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 2235. Mr. SPECTER submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3108, to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 and
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to tempo-
rarily replace the 30-year Treasury rate with
a rate based on long-term corporate bonds
for certain pension plan funding require-
ments and other provisions, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2235. Mr. SPECTER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3108, to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to temporarily replace the
30-year Treasury rate with a rate based
on long-term corporate bonds for cer-
tain pension plan funding requirements
and other provisions, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows;

At the appropriate place, insert:

SEC. . RESTORATION OF CERTAIN PLANS TER-
MINATING IN 2003.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any pro-
vision of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
or the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974, the provisions of subsection
(b) shall apply to any defined benefit plan
that was—

(1) maintained by a commercial passenger
air carrier,

(2) maintained for the benefit of such car-
rier’s employees pursuant to a collective
bargaining agreement, and

(3) terminated during the calendar year
2003.

(b) RESTORATION OF PLAN.—The Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation shall restore
any plan described in subsection (a) to the
plan’s pre-termination status and the con-
trol of the plan’s assets and liabilities shall
be transferred to the employer, unless the
collective bargaining agreement provides
that the plan should not be restored.

(c) EXCLUSION OF EXPECTED INCREASE IN
CURRENT LIABILITY.—In applying section
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412(D(Q)(A)(i)) of such Code and section
302(d)(1)(A)(i) of such Act with respect to a
plan restored under subsection (b), any ex-
pected increase in current liability due to
benefits accruing during each plan year as
described in section 412(1)(2)(C) of such Code
and section 302(d)(2)(C) of such Act shall be
excluded.

(d) AMORTIZATION OF UNFUNDED AMOUNTS
UNDER RESTORATION PAYMENT SCHEDULE.—

(1) 2004 UNFUNDED ACCRUED LIABILITY.—In
the case of a plan restored under subsection
(b)—

(A) the initial post-restoration valuation
date for a plan described in subsection (a)
shall be January 1, 2004,

(B) the initial restoration amortization
base for a plan described in subsection (a)
shall be an amount equal to the excess of—

(i) the accrued benefit liabilities returned
by the Corporation, over

(if) the market value of plan assets re-
turned by the Corporation, and

(C) the initial restoration amortization
base shall be amortized in level annual in-
stallments over a period of 30 years after the
initial post-restoration valuation date, and
the funding standard account of the plan
under section 412 of such Code and section
302 of such Act shall be charged with such in-
stallments.

(2) 2004 UNFUNDED CURRENT LIABILITY.—In
the case of a plan restored under subsection
(b)—

(A) the initial post-restoration valuation
date for a plan described in subsection (a)
shall be January 1, 2004,

(B) in applying section 412(1)(1)(A)(i) of
such Code and section 302(d)(1)(A)(i) of such
Act with respect to a plan restored under
subsection (b), the unfunded old liability
shall be an amount equal to the excess of—

(i) the current liability returned by the
Corporation, over

(ii) the market value of plan assets re-
turned by the Corporation.

(C) in applying section 412(1)(1)(A)(i) of
such Code and section 302(d)(1)(A) of such
Act with respect to a plan restored under
subsection (b), the unfunded old liability
amount shall be equal to the unfunded old li-
ability amortized in level annual install-
ments over a period of 30 years after the ini-
tial post-restoration valuation date.

(3) RULES OF SPECIAL APPLICATION.—In ap-
plying the 30-year amortization described in
paragraph (1)(C) or (2)(C)—

(A) the assumed interest rate for purposes
of paragraph (1)(C) shall be the valuation in-
terest rate used to determine the accrued li-
ability under section 412(c) of such Code and
section 302(c) of such Act,

(B) the assumed interest rate for purposes
of paragraph (2)(C) shall be the interest rate
used to determine current liability as of Jan-
uary 1, 2004, under section 412(l) of such Code
and section 302(d) of such Act,

(C) the actuarial value of assets as of the
initial post-restoration valuation date shall
be reset to the market value of assets with a
5-year phase-in of unexpected investment
gains or losses on a prospective basis, and

(D) for plans using the frozen initial liabil-
ity (FIL) funding method in accordance with
section 412(c) of such Code and section 302(c)
of such Act, the initial unfunded liability
used to determine normal cost shall be reset
to the initial restoration amortization base.

(e) QUARTERLY CONTRIBUTIONS.—The re-
quirements of section 412(m) of such Code
and section 302(e) of such Act shall not apply
to a plan restored under subsection (b) until
the plan year beginning on the initial post-
restoration valuation date. The required an-
nual payment for that year shall be the less-
er of—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(1) the amount determined under section
412(m)(4)(B)(i) of such Code and section
302(e)(4)(B)(i) of such Act, or

(2) 100 percent of the amount required to be
contributed under the plan for the plan year
beginning January 1, 2003 and ending on the
date of plan termination.

(f) RESETTING OF FUNDING STANDARD AcC-
COUNT BALANCES.—In the case of a plan re-
stored under subsection (b), any accumulated
funding deficiency or credit balance in the
funding standard account under section 412
of such Code or section 302 of such Act shall
be set equal to zero as of the initial post-res-
toration valuation date.

(g) PBGC LIABILITY LIMITED.—INn the case
of any plan which is described in subsection
(a), which is restored pursuant to subsection
(b), and which subsequently terminates with
a date of plan termination before December
31, 2008, section 4022 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 shall be
applied as if the plan had been amended to
provide that participants would receive no
credit for benefit accrual purposes under the
plan for service on and after the first day of
the plan year beginning after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(h) EFFecTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply to plan years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2002.

———

AUTHORIZATION TO SENATE
LEGAL COUNSEL

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 290, which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 290) to authorize tes-
timony, document production and legal rep-
resentation in State of Idaho v. Joseph Dan-
iel Hooper.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this reso-
lution concerns a request for testimony
and documents in a criminal action in
Idaho District Court for the County of
Kootenai. In the case of State of Idaho
v. Joseph Daniel Hooper, the Coeur
d’Alene city attorney’s office has
charged the defendant with mis-
demeanor telephone harassment aris-
ing out of calls he made to Senator
CRAIG’s Coeur d’Alene office. The de-
fendant is also facing a second, sepa-
rate misdemeanor action for harassing
telephone calls made to his Congress-
man’s office.

Pursuant to subpoena issued on be-
half of the city prosecutor, this resolu-
tion authorizes an employee in Senator
CRAIG’s Coeur d’Alene office who wit-
nessed the events giving rise to this ac-
tion, and any other employee in the
Senator’s office from whom testimony
may be required, to testify and produce
documents at trial, with representa-
tion by the Senate legal counsel.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to this matter be print-
ed in the RECORD.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 290

Whereas, in the case of State of Idaho v.
Joseph Daniel Hooper, C. No. CRM-03-019550,
pending in the District Court of the first Ju-
dicial District of the Senate of Idaho, in and
for the County of Kootenai, testimony has
been requested from Michelle A. Panos, an
employee in the Coeur d’Alene office of Sen-
ator Larry E. Craig;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
employees of the Senate with respect to any
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re-
lating to their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate; and

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Michelle A. Panos, or any
other current or former employee of Senator
Craig’s, is authorized to testify and produce
documents in the case of State of Idaho v.
Joseph Daniel Hooper, except concerning
matters for which a privilege should be as-
serted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Michelle A. Panos and any
other current or former employee of Senator
Craig’s in connection with the testimony and
document production authorized in section
one of this resolution.

290) was

——————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JANUARY
26, 2004

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, on be-
half of the majority leader, | ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 1 p.m., Monday, January 26.
I further ask consent that following
the prayer and pledge, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate then resume consideration of H.R.
3108, the pension bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ORDER FOR RECORD TO REMAIN
OPEN

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, | further
ask unanimous consent that the
RECORD remain open today until 1 p.m.
to allow Senators to submit state-
ments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, on Mon-
day the Senate will resume debate on
H.R. 3108, the pension bill. While there
will be no rollcall votes on Monday,
Senators will have the opportunity to
offer and debate their amendments. It
is the leader’s intention to complete
action on this legislation early next
week. Therefore, Members are encour-
aged to make themselves available dur-
ing Monday’s session to offer their
amendments. Any votes ordered with
respect to the pension bill will be
stacked to occur on Tuesday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant Democratic leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if my friend
will yield, 1 am confident the distin-
guished acting majority leader does
not have the answer to this question,
but I hope we can get it soon. We would
like to know, as soon as possible,
whether those votes the leader con-
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templates on Tuesday could come after
the caucuses rather than before, or at
least if they are not, we should know
right away because some of the people
who live on the east coast have the lux-
ury of being able to come down here
later in the day; those of us from the
West have to come, anyway, the night
before. But we would appreciate it if
the leader would let us know as quick-
ly as possible if he contemplates that
vote in the morning on Tuesday or the
afternoon.

Mr. DEWINE. We certainly hope to
make that information available to the
leaders as soon as possible.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JANUARY 26, 2004, AT 1 P.M.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, | ask unanimous consent
that the Senate stand in adjournment
under the previous order.
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There being no objection, the Senate,
at 11:43 a.m., adjourned until Monday,
January 26, 2004, at 1 p.m.

———————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate January 23, 2004:

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

JOHN J. YOUNG, JR., OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR ACQUISITION AND
TECHNOLOGY, VICE MICHAEL W. WYNNE.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SCOTT H. DELISI, OF MINNESOTA, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE STATE OF ERITREA.

AUBREY HOOKS, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF COTE D’IVOIRE.

JOSEPH D. STAFFORD IlI, OF FLORIDA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE GAMBIA.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CENTRAL NEW JERSEY RECOG-
NIZES AND CELEBRATES HEN-
RIETTA BACKER FOR HER SERV-
ICE TO THE PRINCETON COMMU-
NITY

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Henrietta Backer, known as Heny to
friends and neighbors, for her service to the
Princeton community.

More than 20 years ago, Heny Backer came
to Princeton to visit her daughter at the univer-
sity. The town was fortunate that day: she was
so impressed that she and her husband, Ber-
nie, decided to relocate there. Heny has since
made an indelible mark on the Princeton com-
munity. Highly principled, she is an inspiration
to those around her and has earned our heart-
felt appreciation.

Heny Backer has served in many capacities
on a number of community organizations, and
in each case she has done so with fairness
and a civic-minded spirit.

Her unending energy marked her tenure as
a commissioner of the Housing Authority for
the Borough of Princeton, where she sought to
make affordable housing available to all who
seek it.

Heny’'s commitment to finding fair, decent,
peaceful solutions to the world’s problems has
made her one of the indispensable volunteers
for the Coalition of Peace Action. Her leader-
ship resulted in the borough’s formal expres-
sion of disappointment in our country’s deci-
sion to take preemptive action against Irag.

Through her efforts, the Princeton Commu-
nity Democratic Organization (PCDO) was re-
invigorated. Under her leadership, the political
dialogue of the community was elevated in
substance and integrity. Due to her tireless
dedication to addressing the many challenges
our community faces in a fair and respectful
manner, she was elected to serve as both the
president of the PCDO and chair of the
Princeton Municipal Democratic Committee.
She continues to serve on both organizations
today.

Heny Backer has contributed significantly to
the life of her community and to the positive
nature of its political dialogue. For me, Heny
has been a source of good advice and good
ideas for which | am ever grateful. She has
earned our heartfelt appreciation for her ef-
forts. | ask my colleagues to join me in giving
her this recognition.

CONGRATULATING MARY -
LAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL
BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIA-
TION ON ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, this year marks
the 50th anniversary of the establishment of
the Maryland-National Capital Building Indus-
try Association. Throughout its existence, the
Association has worked to make the dream of
independent homeownership for residents of
Maryland and Washington, DC a reality.

Under the leadership of building industry
pioneer Carl M. Freeman, the MNCBIA re-
ceived its charter from the National Associa-
tion of Homebuilders in 1954. And since its in-
ception, the organization has remained true to
its mission statement, which reads: “The
Maryland-National Capital Building Industry
Association (MNCBIA) is dedicated to orga-
nizing, influencing and improving economic
growth and legislative, regulatory, social and
educational opportunities for all segments of
the building industry and the community it
serves.”

The MNCBIA is truly demonstrative of the
diversity of its trade: The Association is com-
prised of more than 730 companies rep-
resenting the interests of more than 18,000
employees of the residential development and
building industries. Throughout its existence,
the MNCBIA has worked to create an entre-
preneurial environment in our area that en-
courages innovation and competition.

The Association should be strongly com-
mended for its role in the regional economy. In
addition to representing the homebuilding in-
dustry in local communities, Members are en-
gaged in single and multifamily building, land
development, remodeling, rehab and renova-
tion and general light construction. Associate
members are companies and individuals who
provide materials, products, financing and
many other services, including subcontracting,
to builders and developers.

Mr. Speaker, because of the hard work of
its members, the MNCBIA has contributed to
a vibrant building sector in our metropolitan
area, and boosted demand for goods and
services from the building products industries
and other sectors such as construction; con-
sulting engineering, architecture and real es-
tate law.

Successful relationships between the home-
building industry and residents of Maryland
and Washington, DC, are essential for smart
growth and mutual satisfaction with the devel-
opment process. The MNCBIA strives to foster
open communication and understanding be-
tween these two groups.

The Association has also taken great care
to protect the integrity and craftsmanship of
the region’s home and building designs by es-
tablishing the Annual Custom Builder Awards
of Excellence, which recognizes local custom
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builders and remodelers for excellence in con-
struction, architecture, and design.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to thank the Maryland-
National Capital Building Industry Association
for its numerous contributions to communities
in Maryland and Washington, DC during the
past 50 years. Housing means more than just
a roof over your head: It signifies that you can
provide for your family independently. | look
forward to working with the Association in the
future in its efforts to build safe, affordable
homes for the citizens of Maryland and Wash-
ington, DC—so that those families can claim
their part of the American dream.

———

HONORING RUBEN BURKS

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today on behalf of my hometown of Flint, MI,
to honor a great man, Mr. Ruben Burks for his
indefatigable service as past UAW Region 1C
Secretary-Treasurer. On Thursday, February
19, 2004 the community will honor Mr. Ruben
Burks during a special dinner to be held at the
Mott Community College Prahl Center ball-
room, also located in my hometown of Flint,
MI.

Ruben Burks was born August 23, 1933 in
Louisiana. He relocated to Flint, Ml in 1955,
and gained employment with General Motors
Corporation (GM) Fisher Body Plant 2 as an
assembler. He also became a member of the
UAW Local 598, during that same year. As a
member of Local 598, Ruben held several
leadership  positions, such as  shop
committeeperson, alternate committeeperson,
and executive board member. In 1970, former
UAW President Walter Reuther appointed
Ruben to the International Union staff in Re-
gion 1C. Region 1C serves UAW members of
GM, independents, parts and supplier plants in
11 counties in south-central Michigan. In 1983
Ruben became the Assistance Director of Re-
gion 1C and remained in that position until
1989 when he was elected to the office of Re-
gional Director, where he served a total of
three terms. On June 24, 1998, Ruben was
elected to the Union's second-highest office,
Secretary-Treasurer of the UAW. Ruben main-
tained this position until retirement in 2002.
During his tenure, Ruben was a strong leader
in promoting economic development, he
worked diligently to attract and keep good jobs
in the Flint community. He was instrumental in
the UAW-GM community health care initiative
in Flint, which helped to improve the quality
and accessibility of health care while at the
same time making the health delivery system
more cost efficient. Ruben has advocated over
the years for the working family to ensure that
their voices were heard among politicians and
business leaders.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Ruben Burks is currently actively involved in
a host of civic, charitable, and youth organiza-
tions within his community. In 1997 Mott Com-
munity College awarded Ruben with an hon-
orary degree in Community Development in
recognition and appreciation for his contribu-
tions to the Flint Community. Aside from being
an outstanding leader and role model, Ruben
Burks is also the devoted father of 7 children
and grandfather of 10 grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, this community, indeed this
world, is better because of Ruben Burks.
Ruben Burks has been a positive influence on
me. | am a better Congressman, a better per-
son because of the example and influence of
Ruben Burks.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Congress, |
ask my colleagues in the 108th Congress to
please join me in honoring my constituent and
dear friend Ruben Burks for his outstanding
contributions to the Flint community and the
State of Michigan.

HONORING TERESA FONTENETTE

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor a woman with a long and fruitful career
in California state government. Teresa
Fontenette is set to retire from a remarkable
career that has spanned five decades. As her
friends, family, and colleagues gather to cele-
brate Teresa’'s, affectionately known as Terri
to those who know and love her, illustrious ca-
reer, | ask all of my colleagues to join me in
saluting this outstanding citizen of Sac-
ramento.

After completing high school with the inau-
gural graduating class of St. Francis School
for Girls in Sacramento, Terri made her first
foray into California state government by serv-
ing as a Junior Clerk Typist with the California
State Personnel Board. Shortly thereafter,
Terri became the Junior Stenographer with the
Department of Motor Vehicles and General
Services. In 1967, Terri was promoted to Ste-
nographer Il at the Department of Health Serv-
ices.

In 1971, Terri joined the Department of Fi-
nance. Through hard work and dedication,
Terri became the Secretary to the Personnel
Office. During her tenure with the Department
of Finance, Terri enjoyed great access to
some of the most influential policy makers in
California. Terri still fondly recalls sharing her
peanuts and candy with several Governors of
California during her time in the State Capitol.

Terri's desire to maximize her considerable
talents led her to quit state service and enroll
at Sacramento City College. Terri's leadership
qualities were evident to those as Sacramento
City College as she became the President Of
the Black Student Union. Terri would eventu-
ally receive the prestigious President’'s Schol-
arship to attend California State University,
Sacramento.

Terri would rejoin the Department of Fi-
nance part-time Student Assistant. After grad-
uating with a degree in Social Work/Psy-
chology in 1979, Terri was promoted Adminis-
trative Assistant Il in 1981.

In the next four years, Terri’s outstanding
work continued to earn her a number of pro-
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motions; as Terri went from being an Asso-
ciate Governmental Program Analyst to the
Assistant Public Information Officer for the
Governor's Exempt Program.

In 1985, Terri was asked to be part of the
start-up team for the California Lottery. Terri
would begin her service to California State
Lottery as the Staff Services Manager | and
Minority Affairs/Contract Compliance Manager.
In the next eighteen years, Terri would serve
with great distinction as a valued member of
the Senior Staff. Terri offered her considerable
knowledge to the Marketing Division as she
was the primary liaison to the advertising
agency developing African-American con-
sumer marketing strategies.

Terri's outstanding professional accomplish-
ments have rightfully earned her a number of
awards in recognition of her excellence. Terri
was named the Corporate Individual of the
Year by Black Business Listings & Black Expo
in 1996. The year after, Terri was appointed to
the Corporate Advisory Council by the Asian
Business Association. In 2000, Terri was ac-
knowledged by the California Department of
General Services for her contributions in fur-
thering small business and disabled veteran
business participation in state contracting.

Mr. Speaker, as Terri’s friends, family, and
colleagues gather to celebrate her great ca-
reer; | am honored to pay tribute to a dedi-
cated and successful public servant. Terri's
career is a true testament to the value of pub-
lic service. Although her career with the Cali-
fornia state government may be over, her
commitment to make a positive impact in the
community, fortunate for us, is far from over.
| ask all of my colleagues to join with me in
wishing Terri Fontenette continued success in
all her future endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING CRYSTAL
DOMENECH

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to recognize the achievements of Crystal
Domenech, who was raised in Sunset Park,
Brooklyn, in my Congressional District.

At 19, Crystal has done what many people
only dream to achieve in a lifetime. Since the
age of 13, she has been an active member of
the United Puerto Rican Organization of Sun-
set Park (UPROSE)—the oldest Puerto Rican
community-based organization in Brooklyn.

Since Sunset Park is a working class, immi-
grant waterfront neighborhood and the site of
many industrial uses, UPROSE’s mission of
youth and community empowerment seeks to
make Sunset Park a better, safer place to live
for local residents.

It is young people like Crystal who are truly
changing the direction of our communities.
She is one of the founding members of
UPROSE’s Environmental Enforcers, a youth
group that has taken on many issues relating
to environmental justice.

Crystal's list of accomplishments is long.
She has worked tirelessly with me and other
elected officials in educating-the public on the
unfair siting of power plants and other pol-
luting facilities in low-income communities.
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Currently, she is working with UPROSE on its
Urban Forestry Project and on a community
design plan for a public open space greenway
along the Sunset Park waterfront. She has
caught the attention of politicians, community
leaders and the media alike.

Given her energy and commitment, it was
easy for me to nominate Crystal as one of just
five New York City students to travel to Ant-
arctica for a 14-day expedition with Students
on Ice. By embarking on this life-altering jour-
ney with her peers from countries all over the
world, Crystal traveled from one end of the
earth to the other in an effort to gain a new
and deeper respect for the environment in
which we live.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Crystal Domenech, and join with my
colleagues in the House of Representatives to
recognize her extraordinary work.

ON THE LIFE OF RADIO
PERSONALITY EDDIE GALLAHER

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker. last November
Washington, DC lost one of its trademark
voices. Eddie Gallaher, who entertained an
entire generation of Washingtonians, passed
away on November 26, 2003.

Mr. Gallaher was a radio performer who
made his mark on the city during some of our
century’s most turbulent times. His decades-
long career began in 1946 and didn’t end until
3 years ago, when Mr. Gallaher was a spry
85. And though he was modest about his pop-
ularity, Mr. Gallaher was the man the biggest
stars of the day always sat down to chat with
when they came to visit the Nation’s Capital.

Mr. Gallaher began his radio career at
WTOP in Washington in 1946 as the host of
the “Magical Moondial” show. In 1947, Mr.
Gallaher began his “Sundial” morning pro-
gram. As radio changed with the times and
WTOP switched to an all-news format, Mr.
Gallaher moved to WASH-FM and later on,
WWDC-AM.

Mr. Speaker, in between spinning popular
American standards and providing news up-
dates and color commentary, Mr. Gallaher at-
tracted listeners with his wit and homespun
stories of life in Washington. His smooth voice
was legendary as was his generous and affa-
ble nature. His reputation earned the attention
of advertisers, who recruited his name for their
on-air promotions.

Mr. Gallaher had a skillful knack for weaving
in amusing anecdotes about the entertainment
and political worlds that gave his audience a
unique insider's perspective. Yet he enjoyed
and valued the community feeling of the
Washington area, and encouraged civic par-
ticipation from his listeners. Mr. Gallaher’s de-
votion to his fans was mirrored in his devotion
to Fran Sisk, his partner for close to 50 years.

Mr. Speaker, it was a pleasure for many of
us—public officials and private citizens alike—
to know Mr. Gallaher. Our Nation's Capital
and the radio industry has truly lost a grand,
old star.
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RECOGNIZING THE LANDMARK SU-
PREME COURT DECISION OF ROE
V. WADE

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the 31st anniversary of the Supreme
Court's decision in Roe v. Wade, a decision
that recognized the fundamental right to pri-
vacy extends to a woman’'s decision whether
or not to have an abortion with freedom from
government intrusion. Roe transformed wom-
en’s experiences in many ways: saved their
lives, protected their health, fostered equality
and paved the way for greater partnership with
men in all aspects of our nation’s life.

This anniversary is an occasion for celebra-
tion, but also one for grave concern. At a time
when the majority of state legislatures, the
White House, and both houses of Congress
are under anti-choice control, not to mention,
the U.S. Supreme Court hanging in the bal-
ance, America is at risk of losing Roe v. Wade
and the core values of privacy and freedom
embodied in it.

| believe Congress should continue the his-
toric principles handed down in Roe by using
our influence to plan for healthy families, pre-
vent unintended pregnancies and protect a
woman'’s right to choose.

Anti-choice politicians, however, are attack-
ing the right to choose from every angle. In
the past year alone, they have pushed through
a significant increase in state restrictions on
the right to choose, as well as the first ever
criminalization of safe abortion procedures,
better known as the so-called “partial birth”
abortion. President Bush went even further by
placing extreme anti-choice ideologues on the
federal courts, took away access to contracep-
tion, stripped foreign family planning clinics of
desperately needed U.S. funds, and shifted
priorities away from family planning services to
unproven abstinence only programs.

If these drastic measures weren't enough, |
have only more bad news to share; it's very
likely we'll find this year in Congress to be
much of the same. just yesterday, the House
Judiciary Committee began markup of the Un-
born Victims of Violence Act. Proponents of
this bill claim this legislation will protect unborn
children from assault and murder, a mere
smokescreen for the real intent of it's pas-
sage, another sneak attack on a woman’s
right to choose. Instead, Congress could enact
serious and meaningful laws that prevent and
punish violence and provide services to
women and their families—which | would
strongly support.

So, on this anniversary of Roe v. Wade, |
ask my colleagues to stand up for the pro-
choice majority in this country, especially
those in the 13th District of California, and act
immediately and powerfully to safeguard our
liberty or it will be lost. The time to act is now.
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AGREEING WITH THE SENTIMENT
OF THE SENATE REGARDING
THE DEATH OF THE HONORABLE
PAUL SIMON

SPEECH OF

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember and pay tribute to the legacy of my
dear friend and outstanding colleague, Sen-
ator Paul Simon. A man of great character,
deep integrity, and relentless fortitude, Paul
Simon graced the stage of lllinois politics for
43 years leaving an indelible mark on the face
of American government and the hearts of the
people of lllinois.

Beginning as a small-town newspaper editor
in Troy, llinois, Paul Simon quickly left his
mark on the minds of lllinoisans with his cor-
ruption-busting headlines and head turning lib-
eralism. In 1954, Paul Simon embarked on his
legendary political journey. First as a member
of the lllinois State Legislature to lieutenant
governor to Member of Congress to eventual
Presidential aspirant, Paul Simon became a
steadfast figure in the tomes of political his-
tory.

Quietly and honestly he garnered the re-
spect and appreciation of millions of voters
and his many colleagues across the political
spectrum. He efficiently championed literacy,
hunger, immigration, budget reforms, missing
children’s programs, and higher education.
Senator Simon embraced change, pioneered
for reform, and challenged a system that he
sought to make better.

As a Member of the House and Senate, he
advocated for a balanced budget, endeavored
to overhaul the federal student loan program
so all young people could have a chance at
college, and was instrumental in leading ef-
forts to curb television violence and protect
America’s exploited children.

Genuinely concerned for the future of Amer-
ica and our culture, Senator Simon served as
a role model for public service and the con-
science of the Senate. Paul Simon challenged
America to reach out to people within our na-
tion and make sure opportunity existed here
for everyone.

With his retirement from the Senate in 1996,
Senator Simon founded the Public Policy Insti-
tute of Southern lllinois University to impart his
knowledge and political wisdom on future gen-
erations. He believed honesty and integrity
were the cornerstones of character and the
makings of a great politician were based on
these virtues. It is by these virtues he is re-
membered and honored as one of America’s
greatest political icons.

Mr. Speaker, Senator Simon was a man of
great dignity, honor, and passion. Respected
and loved by all, he is remembered fondly
across all parties in all circles of government
and in the hearts of millions. Senator Simon
will be greatly missed and it is our duty and
our honor to remember his 43 years of public
service to lllinois and the integrity he brought
to this nation. He will never be forgotten.
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PRAISING GEORGIA BERNER

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to praise a leader in the busi-
ness community in my congressional district.
Recently the Pittsburgh Business Times
named Berner International Corporation, a
leading manufacturer of air curtains and air
doors, “Manufactuer of the Year” in the small
manufacturing facility division.

Berner has grown from 35 to 52 employees
over the past three years and has purchased
new equipment which will fuel its success. Its
expansion to a new 61,000 square foot facility
will assist in increasing capacity.

| ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in praising Berner's
president, Georgia Berner, and its employees
for taking this Western Pennsylvania manufac-
turer to new levels of achievement. | am proud
to represent an area which has produced busi-
ness excellence and | look forward to further
growth of Berner International in the future.

—————

CONGRATULATIONS TO UNIVER-
SITY OF LOUISIANA AT MONROE
CHEERLEADERS

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to add another group of national champions to
the Louisiana legacy. The cheerleaders of the
University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) are
champs. They returned last Monday from Or-
lando, Florida bearing a huge trophy as the
Universal Cheerleaders Association’s College
National Cheerleading champions in the small
coed division.

This competition marked the first time ULM
cheerleaders had vied for a national title, but
they have been working hard since the begin-
ning of the year. Their victory is a testament
to the hard work and dedication that all the
students and faculty at ULM possess, and
President James Cofer should be applauded
for his vision of achievement for the university.
The squad beat such esteemed universities as
Villanova, Pennsylvania State, Hofstra, North-
ern Arizona and Rider in its division.

The members of the squad came from all
over the country and worked this year to come
together as a whole. We applaud the coaches,
Jennifer Hyde and Trey Griffin, and the mem-
bers of the squad, Treva Bankston, Carley
Carter, Lori Chervenak, Nick Gaspard,
Samantha Jones, Alex Kain, Crystal Kelley,
Rebecca LeBlanc, Nathan LeCloux, Josh Lee,
Hayley Leone, Crystal Lett, Tiffany Luse, R.B.
Martin, Kelly Patterson, Billie Sue Roe, Robin
Samuels, Ashley Springfield, and Jamie
Ventrella on a job well done. The squad will
present the trophy at the January 29 basket-
ball game at Fant-Ewing Coliseum.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in saying “Go,
Tribe, Go,” to the ULM cheerleading squad,
national champions in the small coed division
of the Universal Cheerleaders Association’s
College National Cheerleading competition.
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RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING
EFFORTS OF JAPAN IN THE RE-
CONSTRUCTION OF IRAQ AND
THE INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN
AGAINST TERRORISM

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 23, 2004

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press deep appreciation for the support and
cooperation received by the United States
from our close ally Japan. The United States
and Japan have maintained a strong relation-
ship over the past half century, successfully
overcoming challenges created by the Cold
War, globalization, and now the international
campaign against terrorism. Our alliance has
been the key to insuring stability and security
in the Asia-Pacific region for decades. Today,
| stand to recognize Japan’s recent out-
standing contributions in support of ongoing
reconstruction efforts in Iraqg and the inter-
national campaign against terrorism.

Last week, Japan dispatched an advance
unit of the Japanese Self-Defense Forces to
the Iraqi city of Samawah to assist the coali-
tion in its efforts to stabilize and rebuild the
nation of Irag. This unit will eventually be
joined by up to a thousand additional troops
and support personnel. The Japanese will pro-
vide much-needed medical services, increase
Iraq’s water supply, rebuild schools, and repair
infrastructure. Their mission will result in great-
er security and prosperity for the Iragi people
and welcome support for American forces in
the region.

The arrival of Japanese forces in the Middle
East signifies a milestone in Japan’s history.
For many decades, Japan has provided gen-
erous financial support for efforts to promote
international security, but the country’s post-
war constitution has precluded the overseas
deployment of Japanese Self-Defense Forces,
SDF. This past summer, the Japanese Diet
made an historic decision to support coalition
efforts in Irag. Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi, the Diet created a
legal framework to allow the deployment of
Japanese SDF troops to assist in reconstruc-
tion efforts. | would like to echo the words of
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my good friend, Howard Baker, the U.S. Am-
bassador to Japan, by saying that this unprec-
edented decision has “enormous symbolic sig-
nificance.”

With this action, Japan has demonstrated
recognition of the reality that oceans and ge-
ography alone cannot protect free nations
from murderous fanaticism. Japan has re-
cently experienced the pains of terrorism. |
wrote to Ambassador Ryozo Kato, Japan’'s
ambassador to the United States, to express
my condolences to the families of Mr.
Katsuhiko Oku and Mr. Masamori Inoue, who
fell victim to a terrorist attack in Irag on No-
vember 29. As President Abraham Lincoln
noted in the Gettysburg Address, Mr. Oku and
Mr. Inoue “gave their lives that that nation
might live.” Shortly before his death, Mr. Oku
wrote a particularly meaningful entry in his
diary after visiting the site of a suicide bomb-
ing in Nassiriya. He wrote: “. . . what we
should learn from this tragedy is to have
stronger determination not to yield to terrorists.
Terrorists attacks could happen anywhere in
the world. The elimination of terrorism is there-
fore a goal to be sought by all of us.” These
brave and determined words should strength-
en our resolve to carry on with efforts to sta-
bilize and secure post-war Irag.

Japan’s contribution to the rebuilding of Iraq
includes significant financial support. After the
United States, Japan is the largest donor to
Iragi reconstruction. In October, Japanese For-
eign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi announced a
$5 billion aid package for the rebuilding of
Iraq, including an outright grant of $1.5 billion
for next year and loans in the amount of $3.5
billion to be given under generous terms
through 2007. Five billion dollars is a signifi-
cant contribution by any measure, however, in
the context of Japan’s current economic chal-
lenges it is a particularly generous pledge.
Japanese assistance will go toward power
generation, education, water and sanitation,
and infrastructure—improvements in these
areas will lay the critical foundation for future
Iragi development. Last month, Prime Minister
Koizumi also announced to U.S. envoy James
Baker Il that Japan would provide extensive
debt forgiveness to Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, not only has Japan stood by
the United States during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, but it has also actively cooperated with
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our country in combating terror around the
globe. As the United States began to take
steps against al-Qaeda and the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, the Japanese government provided
logistical support to Operation Enduring Free-
dom. Despite the tight controls placed on Ja-
pan's armed services by its Constitution,
Japan found ways to aid the U.S.-led coalition
in freeing the Afghani people from a ruthless
regime and rooting out destructive Al-Qaeda
cells. The Japanese Diet passed legislation al-
lowing for the deployment of supply ships and
destroyers to the Indian Ocean to act as rear
military support and provide the U.S. fleet with
fuel, food, and water. The Japanese also pro-
vided medical assistance to coalition troops,
assisted Afghan refugees, and contributed to
American intelligence-gathering. This rear sup-
port has continued through Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Japan has taken an active role in the recon-
struction of Afghanistan. Tokyo hosted the
international donors conference for the recon-
struction of Afghanistan in January 2002. The
two-day conference, co-chaired by Mrs.
Sadako Ogata, the Prime Minister's special
representative for Afghanistan, succeeded in
gaining pledges of $1.8 billion in assistance
for 2002 as part of a total of $4.5 billion for a
5-year period. Japan pledged a generous
$500 million to be given over a 30-month pe-
riod. While many of the pledges have not
been fulfilled, Japan has remained true to its
word and has already disbursed most of the
promised funding.

Mr. Speaker, over the past 2 years, the alli-
ance between the United States and Japan
has grown stronger as we have worked to im-
prove our mutual security as part of the inter-
national campaign against terrorism and to ad-
dress the critical issues posed by North Ko-
rean nuclear proliferation. However, our rela-
tionship is based on more than common secu-
rity interests. It is a reflection of our mutual
commitment to democracy and freedom.
Today, | rise to thank the people of Japan for
their outstanding support of the United States
in the international campaign against ter-
rorism. Japan has proven itself a good friend
to the people of Irag and Afghanistan, and a
true, loyal ally of the United States.
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Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $205-S221

Measures Introduced: Two resolutions were sub-
mitted, as follows: S. Res. 289-290. Page S217

Measures Passed:

Testimony, Document Production, and Legal
Representation: Senate agreed to S. Res. 290, to au-
thorize testimony, document production and legal
representation in State of Idaho v. Joseph Daniel
Hooper. Page S220

Pension Funding Equity Act—Agreement: A
unanimous consent agreement was reached providing
for further consideration of H.R. 3108, to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974
and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to tempo-
rarily replace the 30-year Treasury rate with a rate
based on long-term corporate bonds for certain pen-
sion plan funding requirements and other provisions,
at 1 p.m. on Monday, January 26, 2004.  Page S220

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

John J. Young, Jr., of Virginia, to be Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Technology.

Scott H. DelLisi, of Minnesota, to be Ambassador
to the State of Eritrea.

Aubrey Hooks, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to
the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire.

Joseph D. Stafford III, of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of The Gambia. Page S221

Additional Cosponsors: Page S217

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S217-19

Additional Statements: Pages S216-17

Amendments Submitted: Pages S219-20

Adjournment: Senate convened at 9:31 a.m., and
adjourned at 11:43 a.m., until 1 p.m., on Monday,
January 26, 2004. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s
Record on page S221.)

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Measures Introduced: 1 public bill, H.R. 3728;
and 1 resolution, H. Res. 501, were introduced.

Page H100
Additional Cosponsors: Page H100
Reports Filed: No reports were filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Petri to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today. Page H91

Chaplain: The prayer was offered today by Dr.
Lloyd J. Ogilvie, 61st Chaplain, U.S. Senate, of Los
Angeles, California. Page HO1

Message from the Clerk: Read a letter from the
Clerk wherein he notified the House that he received
a message from the Senate on Thursday, January 22.

Page H91

U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Com-
mission: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
announced his appointment of Ms. June Teufel
Dreyer of Coral Gables, Florida to the United
States—China Economic and Security Review Com-
mission. Pages H91-92

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no votes or
quorum calls today.
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Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 10:05 a.m.

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD
Week of January 26 through January 31, 2004

Senate Chamber

On Monday, at 1 p.m., Senate will resume consid-
eration of H.R. 3108, Pension Funding Equity Act.

During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any other cleared legislative and executive busi-
ness.

Senate Committees

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: January
27, to hold hearings to examine the current situation re-
garding the discovery of a case of bovine spongiform
encephalopathy in Washington State as it relates to food
safety, livestock marketing, and international trade, 9:30
a.m., SD—106.

Committee on Armed Services: January 28, to hold hear-
ings to examine the nominations of Francis J. Harvey, of
California, to be an Assistant Secretary of Defense, Wil-
liam A. Chatfield, of Texas, to be Director of Selective
Service, and Lawrence T. Di Rita, of Michigan, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Defense, 9:30 a.m., SR-222.

Committee on the Budget: January 27, to hold hearings to
examine the CBO budget and economic outlook, 10 a.m.,
SD-608.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Janu-
ary 28, to hold hearings to examine NASA’s future space
mission, 9:30 a.m., SR-253.

Committee on Foreign Relations: January 27, to hold hear-
ings to examine the stabilization and reconstruction of
Afghanistan, 10 a.m., SD-419.

January 27, Full Committee, to hold a briefing on the
status of the United Nations activities in Afghanistan,
11:30 a.m., SD—419.

January 28, Full Committee, to hold a closed briefing
regarding steps toward rapprochement in relation to Paki-
stan and India, 9 a.m., S-407, Capitol.

January 28, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine steps toward rapprochement relating to Pakistan and
India, 10:30 a.m., SH-216.

Committee on Governmental Affairs: January 27, Financial
Management, the Budget, and International Security, to
hold hearings to examine the fee structure of mutual
funds that may lead to conflicts of interest, mislabeled
costs and other practices in the industry that may be
harmful to investors, 10 a.m., SD—-342.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Jan-
uary 27, to hold hearings to examine health issues, 10:30
a.m., SD—430.
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January 28, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine health issues relating to health care costs and the un-
insured, 10:30 a.m., SD—430.

Committee on Indian Affairs: January 28, business meet-
ing to consider pending calendar business, 10 a.m.,
SR-485.

Committee on the Judiciary: January 27, to hold hearings
to examine a proposed constitutional amendment to guar-
antee a functioning Congress, with respect to the con-
tinuity of the United States government, 9:30 a.m.,
SD-226.

January 27, Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology
and Homeland Security, to hold hearings to examine sea-
port security since September 11, 2001, 11:15 a.m.,
SD-226.

January 28, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine the nomination of Franklin S. Van Antwerpen, of
Pennsylvania, to be United States Circuit Judge for the
Third Circuit, 10 a.m., SD-226.

Special Committee on Aging: January 27, to hold hearings
to examine retirement planning, 10 a.m., SD-628.

House Committees

Committee on Agriculture, January 28, hearing to review
the Potential Impact of Recent Temporary Guest Worker
Proposals on the Agriculture Sector, 11 a.m., 1300 Long-
worth.

Committee on Armed Services, January 28, hearing on the
Operation Iraqi Freedom Force Rotation Plan, 1 p.m.,
2118 Rayburn.

Committee on the Budget, January 27, hearing on the
Budget and Economic Outlook—Fiscal Years 2005-2014,
2 p.m., 210 Cannon.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, January 28, Sub-
committee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion, hearing entitled “Freddie Mac’s Accounting Restate-
ment: Are Accounting Standards Working?” 10 a.m.,
2322 Rayburn.

January 28, Subcommittee on Health, to consider H.R.
3658, Stroke Treatment and Ongoing Prevention Act, 10
a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

January 28, Subcommittee on Telecommunications and
the Internet, hearing entitled “‘Can you say that on
TV?: An Examination of the FCC’s Enforcement with
Respect to Broadcast Indecency,” 10:30 a.m., 2123 Ray-
burn.

Committee on  Financial Services, January 28, Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations, hearing enti-
tled “Congressional Review of OCC Preemption,” 10
a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Government Reform, January 28, hearing en-
titled “Avoiding ‘Financial Friendly Fire’: A Review of
Efforts to Overcome Army National Guard Pay Prob-
lems,” 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

January 28, Special Panel on Postal Reform and Over-
sight, hearing entitled “Answering the Administration’s
Call for Postal Reform—Part I,” 2 p.m., 2154 Rayburn.

January 28, Subcommittee on Energy Policy, Natural
Resources and Regulatory Affairs and the Subcommittee
on Regulatory Reform and Oversight of the Committee
on Small Business, joint hearing entitled “What is the
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Administration’s Record in Relieving Burden on Small
Business,” 2 p.m., 2247 Rayburn.

Committee on International Relations, January 28, hearing
on U.S. Foreign Assistance After September 11th: Major
Changes, Competing Purposes and Different Standards—
Is There an Overall Strategy? 10:30 a.m., 2172 Rayburn.

Committee on the Judiciary, January 28, to mark up the
following measures: H.R. 1073, To repeal section 801 of
the Revenue Act of 1916; H.R. 1768, Multidistrict Liti-
gation Restoration Act of 2003; H. Res. 412, Honoring
the men and women of the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration on the occasion of its 30th Anniversary; H.R.
3095, Community Recognition Act of 2003; H.R. 339,
Personal Responsibility in Food Consumption Act; H.R.
2824, Internet Tobacco Sales Enforcement Act; and H.
Res. 56, Supporting the goals of the Japanese American,
German American, and Italian American communities in
recognizing a National Day of Remembrance to increase
public awareness of the events surrounding the restric-
tion, exclusion, and internment of individuals and fami-
lies during Word War II, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

Committee on Rules, January 27, to consider the fol-
lowing measures: S. 610, NASA Workforce Flexibility
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Act of 2003; and S. 1920, to extend for 6 months the
period for which chapter 12 of title 11 of the United
States Code is reenacted, 5:30 p.m., H-313 Capitol.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, January 28, hearing on
the Department of Veterans Affairs long-term care poli-
cies, 10 a.m., 334 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, January 28, Sub-
committee on Human Resources, hearing to review Fed-
eral and State Oversight of Child Welfare Programs,
10:30 a.m., B-318 Rayburn.

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, January 28, ex-
ecutive, to mark up H. Res. 499, requesting the Presi-
dent and directing the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
Defense, and the Attorney General to transmit to the
House of Representatives not later than 14 days after the
date of the adoption of this resolution documents in the
possession of the President and those officials relating to
the disclosure of the identify and employment of Ms.
Valerie Plame, 10 a.m., H-405 Capitol.

Select Committee on Homeland Security. January 28, Sub-
committee on Infrastructure and Border Security, hearing
entitled “Integrity and Security at the Border: The US
VISIT Program,” 10:30 a.m., 345 Cannon.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
1 p.m., Monday, January 26 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 27
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration =~ Program for Tuesday: To be announced.
of H.R. 3108, Pension Funding Equity Act.
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